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04 The rise of The neo-nazi parTy ‘Golden dawn’ in Greece

ForeWorD

The final report by the parliamentary investigative committee of the Bundestag on 
the National Socialist Underground (NSU, Nationalsozialistischer Untergrund) has 
alarmed the German public: well-organised and well-networked right-wing extremists 
and right-wing terrorists have been active in Germany for at least 20 years, ready 
to commit murders based on racist motives. The dangers of right-wing extremism 
and neo-Nazism are not limited to Germany, however; they exist in many European 
countries. According to journalist Dimitris Psarras – who has been working on the 
topic of right-wing extremism in Greece for several years now – the Greek neo-Nazi 
organisation, Chrysi Avgi (Golden Dawn), and comparable groups in other countries 
constitute a growing threat to the whole of Europe.

Many experts argued that after the end of the military dictatorship in 1974, there 
would no longer be any fertile ground for right-wing extremism and neo-Nazism in 
Greece. Yet, the rise of Golden Dawn demonstrates the kind of fatal consequen-
ces that playing down the threat of right-wing extremism can have. Today, these 
neo-Nazis are members of the Greek Parliament and are able to disseminate their 
racist, anti-Semitic, nationalist, xenophobic and misanthropic views. At the same 
time, they propagate violent action against immigrants, foreigners and anyone who 
opposes their politics.

The rise of Golden Dawn shows the right-wing potential that lies dormant in society 
and which, under certain conditions, can be exploited by right-wing extremists. The 
economic and financial crisis, as well as the extreme social repercussions that have 
followed in Greece since 2010, paved the way for the rise of the Greek neo-Nazis.

Contact between Golden Dawn and German neo-Nazis, but also with like-minded 
groups in Italy, France, Romania, Poland, and Spain as well as Canada, Australia and 
the US, serve as a warning that the right-wing extremists have not given up on the 
idea of a “Brown International”.

Racism, xenophobia and the deadly threat stemming from their contempt for huma-
nity should be reason enough to take right-wing extremists seriously as enemies of 
a democratic and peaceful Europe united in solidarity. Instead of simply following the 
official policy line adopted by most of Europe, that is, playing down or even denying 
the scope of right-wing extremism and right-wing terrorism, the Rosa-Luxemburg-
Stiftung has continued to engage with the topics of right-wing extremism, anti-Semitism, 
xenophobia and racism as part of its core tasks in Germany and internationally.

Only by understanding what is happening in our own countries, in Europe and in 
the world, and only by using, publishing and disseminating the findings of scholars, 
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05Neo-Nazi mobilisatioN iN the wake of the crisis

researchers, initiatives and activists, will we be able to provide an appropriate, 
collective response to the questions and challenges that lie ahead. Neo-Nazis 
are trying to organize across Europe. We see ourselves as part of an international 
network against neo-Nazism, xenophobia and racism that – using all means at its 
disposal – stands up for democracy, peaceful conflict resolution and social rights for 
everyone: in Berlin, Brussels, Athens and everywhere.

Klaus Sühl, Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung
Head of office Brussels/Athens
Brussels, September 2013
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06 The rise of The neo-nazi parTy ‘Golden dawn’ in Greece

introDuCtion

Among the most serious aftereffects of the economic, social and political crisis in 
Greece is the emergence of the openly Nazi-oriented Chrysi Avgi (Golden Dawn) 
on the country’s political stage. Founded just a few years after the end of the Regime 
of the Colonels (1967–1974),1 the organisation mostly languished on the outer rims 
of society and had little impact on the public until 2009. Since its official founding in 
1980 and in spite of — until recently — its rather insignificant role, Golden Dawn 
has always propagated the same political messages around the same core leadership. 
Furthermore, the organisation has always and purposefully used violence as a means 
of political struggle.

How was this neo-Nazi group able to remain “invisible” for so many years in a state 
of perpetual readiness only to raise its ugly head in public at just the right moment 
with such success?

1  In April 1967, a group of high-ranking, right-wing military officials led by Georgios Papadopoulous organised 

a coup and seized power in Greece, which they retained for seven years. The so-called colonels, who received 

support from the US and NATO, justif ied their coup d’état calling it a “revolution to save the nation”. The 

specif ic aim of the coup was to prevent the expected victory of left-wing socialist Andreas Papandreou at the 

forthcoming elections. At the ideological core of the Regime of the Colonels was a strict brand of anti-com-

munism that had formed the base of the political system since the end of the Greek Civil War (1946–1949), 

when right-wing forces (conservatives and monarchists) defeated the left-wing popular front.
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07Neo-Nazi mobilisatioN iN the wake of the crisis

the sPeCtre oF the extreme riGht in GreeCe

After the end of the Greek military dictatorship (1974), many people believed that 
Greece would no longer provide fertile soil for right-wing parties; at least not for 
parties that could constitute a serious threat to society. The extensive international 
literature on the characteristics of the new extreme right in Europe is generally clear 
about the historical development of the phenomenon in Greece. It was assumed that 
living under a dictatorship for seven years had deterred or disillusioned the public, and 
that the organisations that had tried to establish themselves as the voice of right-wing 
extremism and to mobilise voters between 1974 and 2004 had seen their potential 
lastingly weakened. Most studies have identified a strong aversion among the Greek 
electorate – but also in Spain and Portugal – to political parties and groups that trig-
gered associations with the dictatorial regimes which collapsed over the course of 
the 1970s. Another reason cited for the immunity to extreme right-wing ideologies 
is the fact that in all three countries the democratisation process was accompanied 
by economic progress and a significant improvement in the living standards of broad 
sections of society. Furthermore, the beginning of the 1980s ushered in the prospect 
of European Union membership (then the European Community).

Apart from these rather general positive factors, the situation in Greece was also 
characterised by some peculiarities: right-wing extremists had long lacked a chari-
smatic leader figure, while both of the large popular parties had had popular or even 
populist figureheads for a long time. One of those parties, Nea Dimokratia (New 
Democracy),2 had even managed to integrate the right-wing extremist spectrum by 
means of its ultra-conservative positions. At the same time, there is a three per cent 
threshold for a party to win seats in the Greek Parliament.

Nevertheless, several right-wing extremist parties formed immediately after the 
collapse of the military regime. During this period, they continually attempted to 
establish themselves as part of the political landscape. Some of them even achieved 
significant electoral success at specific points in time (more than five per cent of the 
votes); however, this always proved to be short-lived. Eventually, however, their sup-
porters were always reabsorbed by one of the major parties, usually the conservative 
New Democracy. The reason the extreme-right was unable to play a permanent 
role in the political system lay in its close ties to the military dictatorship. Its political 
rhetoric was limited to calls for the release of the few junta officials that had been 
sentenced to long prison sentences, and its opposition policies consisted of attacking 

2  Together with PASOK (Panhellenic Socialist Movement), the liberal-conservative Nea Dimokratia is one 

of the two major parties in Greece that, either as the ruling or main opposition party, have signif icantly shaped 

political events since 1974. Directly after the military dictatorship, the conservatives held power until 1981.
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08 The rise of The neo-nazi parTy ‘Golden dawn’ in Greece

New Democracy for having legalised the Communist Party of Greece (KKE) and for 
adhering to the democratic rules of the game.

These political groups were based on a completely different kind of nationalism to 
that which would  become an important feature of other successful extreme right-
wing organisations in Europe in the 1980s. They focused on a nostalgic longing for the 
authoritarian state apparatus that had shaped Greece from the end of World War II 
until the fall of the dictatorship. It is against this background that Ethniki Dimokratiki 
Enosis (National Democratic Union) led by Petros Garifallias won only 1.1 per cent 
of the votes in the 1974 parliamentary elections. In 1977, Ethniki Parataxis (National 
Alignment) under Stefanos Stefanopoulos managed 6.8 per cent. In 1981, Spyros 
Markezinis’ Komma Proodeftikon (Progressive Party) won 1.7 per cent of the votes 
in the national parliamentary elections and 2 per cent in the European parliamentary 
elections. Ethniki Politiki Enosis (EPEN; National Political Union), which was founded 
by the former dictator Georgios Papadopoulos in prison in 1984,3 received 2.3 per 
cent of the votes in the 1985 European parliamentary elections; 0.6 per cent in the 
elections for the Greek national parliament; and 1.16 per cent in the 1989 European 
parliamentary elections.

the ChanGe in the 1990s

The first important political crisis in Greece after the end of the dictatorship and 
the political transition (Metapolitefsi)4 led to a spectacular change of government 
at the end of the 1980s: the socialist Andreas Papandreou took the place of the 
liberal-conservative Konstantinos Mitsotakis as prime minister. Despite several 
political scandals accompanying this crisis, the two-party system proved to be 
stable. Some 80 per cent of the votes still went to the two major parties – the 
social-democratic Panhellenic Socialist Movement and the liberal-conservative New 
Democracy – they had no reason to be afraid of right-wing extremist parties. There 
was not a single right-wing political force on the horizon able to capitalise on the 
popular discontent.

At that time, Greek society was undergoing fast-paced changes. Up until the beginning 
of the 1990s, nationalism and xenophobia had been marginal phenomena that did 
not carry much political weight. However, the regular survey on attitudes towards 
immigrants conducted as part of the Eurobarometer survey showed a significant 

3  [Translator’s note: In 1975, Georgios Papadopoulos was sentenced to death for high treason. Later, the 

death penalty was commuted to life imprisonment.]

4  [Translator’s note: Metapolitefsi refers to the transitional period following the collapse of the military 

dictatorship (1974–1980), when democratic structures were reintroduced into Greece.]
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09Neo-Nazi mobilisatioN iN the wake of the crisis

shift at the start of the decade. According to this data, 27 per cent of the Greek 
population demonstrated xenophobic attitudes in 1991, which was much lower than 
in Belgium (50 per cent), the United Kingdom (43 per cent), France (41 per cent), 
Germany (37 per cent) or Denmark (32 per cent) and slightly lower than in the 
Netherlands (29 per cent) and Italy (28 per cent). The mean value for Europe and 
the member states of the European Union was 35 per cent. Only one year later, 
xenophobic attitudes had visibly increased in Greece, rising to 35 per cent of the 
population. This was now higher than the European average (34 per cent), which 
had actually slightly diminished. Two years later, in 1994, the European average 
increased notably (43 per cent). Greece, on the other hand, experienced a virtual 
explosion in xenophobic attitudes. Among the then-15 EU member states, Greece 
now occupied first place in this category, with 64 per cent. This rapid increase 
continued over the following years. In 1997, xenophobic attitudes reached 71 per 
cent. Since then, Greece has constantly occupied first place, while the European 
average has stabilized at 45 per cent.

It is noteworthy, however, that even before the 1990s and the changes illustrated in 
these figures, Greek society had shown a peculiar inability to cope with “otherness”, 
mostly perceived as “foreignness”. Even though the population had long been cha-
racterized by a remarkable homogeneity in terms of ethnicity, language and religion, 
the majority occasionally reacted with extreme defensiveness towards the country’s 
few and rather insignificant minorities. Importantly, the authorities did not discou-
rage such behaviour. On the contrary, the state even stirred up historically rooted 
hostilities, which over the decades had helped create an atmosphere of discrimina-
tion, especially against the Turkish-Muslim minority in Thrace. Even today, the state 
perceives this minority as a kind of Turkish Trojan horse and persistently refuses 
to accredit associations that include the word “Turkish” in their name – despite a 
number of rulings by the European Court for Human Rights prohibiting this. The 
state uses a similarly ostracising tactic towards other segments of the population, for 
example, the so-called Slav Macedonian minority from the northern border region, 
but also religious minorities that are not Orthodox Christians. At this point it should 
be emphasised that anti-Semitism – in its religious as well as political form – is still 
widespread across all social classes of Greek society, despite the nearly complete 
annihilation of Greek Jews during the Holocaust.

This “inability” to deal with otherness or foreignness turned into widespread, 
open intolerance after 1991. This qualitative social change can be predominantly 
attributed to the breakdown of so-called real socialism, which in the Balkan 
region was accompanied by a crisis of national identity. The nationalistic delirium 
that overcame the neighbouring countries in the 1990s and even led to military 
conf lict, did not leave Greece unscathed. After the declaration of independence 
of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM), political life in Greece 
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10 The rise of The neo-nazi parTy ‘Golden dawn’ in Greece

was marked by real nationalistic hysteria – which was triggered by the dispute 
regarding the name “Macedonia”.5

It was in this context that a small and powerless republic at the country’s northern 
border was played up as a real threat to Greece. At the same time, another national 
threat was identified in Albania, where a small Greek minority lives in the south of 
the country.

It was also at this time that the first larger migratory movements started from 
countries of the Balkan region (especially from Albania) to Greece. Being completely 
unprepared for this wave of labour migrants, the Greek state decided to leave this 
“unexpected gift” to market mechanisms. Consequently, an extensive sub-prole-
tariat was formed; these people were forced to live in sub-human conditions and 
were usually excluded from any social and political rights. Some people had direct 
contact with the immigrants (such as their employers), but others drew their know-
ledge of the immigrant population from Greek private television, which had made 
its entrance onto the political stage in the early 1990s. The struggle for audience 
ratings led to a series of sensational TV reports which exaggerated the increase in 
crimes committed by immigrants in the country. These reports encouraged several 
modern myths, such as the view that there was no act too vile for a foreigner to 
commit; this led xenophobic prejudices and stereotypes to increasingly take hold 
in Greek society.

Reinforced by the anti-Semitic tradition of the Greek Orthodox Church and the exi-
stence of a primitive, xenophobic anti-imperialism, this climate constituted a breeding 
ground for conspiracy theories of all kinds.

Even though these developments put in place a basis for the creation and establish-
ment of right-wing extremist parties, it was not until the year 2000 that such a party 
was able to gain a permanent foothold in the political system. This was because the 
right-wing potential within the electorate initially found a home in the two major 
parties, which considered the formation and visible presence of nationalist and racist 
factions the price they had to pay as popular parties and coalition movements. The 
first cracks in the two-party system began to show with the appearance of Politiki 
Anixi (Political Spring), which was founded on 30 June 1993 by Antonis Samaras. The 
same Samaras, incidentally, who a few months earlier had held a ministerial post in 
the New Democracy government. The sole purpose of this — through-and-through 
person-centric — party was to offer a stage to Samaras and his uncompromising, but 
absolutely popular, stance on the “Macedonian question”, an issue over which he had 

5  [Translator’s note: Also the name of a region in northern Greece.]
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11Neo-Nazi mobilisatioN iN the wake of the crisis

fallen out with New Democracy and its leader. Political Spring was the third-strongest 
political force in the October 1993 elections, obtaining 4.88 per cent of the votes and 
ten seats. But despite further success in the European parliamentary elections (8.65 
per cent and two seats) just a few months later, the party was not destined to enjoy 
a long life. In the 1996 national elections, its result of 2.94 per cent meant that it had 
just missed the three per cent threshold necessary to enter the Greek Parliament. Its 
decline continued in the years to come. In the 1999 European parliamentary elections, 
it received only 2.28 of the votes. The party has not participated in elections since 
2000 and is considered as dissolved.

Antonis Samaras went back to supporting New Democracy during the 2004 parlia-
mentary elections. Shortly afterwards he re-joined the party, becoming its chair in 
2009, and prime minister in June 2012. The failure of Political Spring is attributed to 
its hybrid and ambiguous character. It shared strong nationalistic views with other 
modern right-wing extremist parties in Europe, but its policies centred on only one 
topic: the “Macedonian question”. This stance initially gave the party the reputation 
of being a relentless fighter for the Greek nation and its identity. Nevertheless, 
the party later failed to capitalise on this advance praise and trust and did not add 
other causes to its agenda. The party’s chair, Samaras, had set his target on shaking 
the status quo. He laid claim to a place in the “political centre”, that is, between 
the conservative wing of New Democracy and the social democratic faction of the 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement. In contrast, other party officials, such as Nikitas 
Kaklamanis, who had also come from New Democracy, wanted to embrace the 
“patriotic right” by adopting an offensive position on the immigrant question: “Greece 
for the Greeks”. This proposal had been on the agenda of the first party congress, 
but was only supported by a minority, and particularly by those that had left small 
right-wing extremist parties for Political Spring. Kaklamanis was nicknamed the “Greek 
Le Pen”. The balancing act between the centre and the extreme right led Political 
Spring up a blind alley. Kaklamanis, too, followed Samaras back to New Democracy. 
In 2006, he was elected Mayor of Athens, as he could count on the votes of the city’s 
extreme right-wing electorate.

Laos – PoPuLar orthoDox raLLy

The first of the right-wing extremist parties to make itself heard in Greece and 
actually exercise influence on the country’s political interests was Laikos Orthodoxos 
Synagermos (LAOS; Popular Orthodox Rally). The party was founded by the media 
and advertising entrepreneur Georgios Karatzaferis in September 2000. Karatzaferis 
had been elected to the Greek Parliament in 1993 for the first time, at that point 
still as a representative of New Democracy. Karatzaferis enjoyed a year-long friendly 
relationship with the party’s chairman, Konstantinos Mitsotakis, and his wife. If nothing 
else, it was this friendship that helped Karatzaferis obtain a licence to operate a radio 
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and television station in the early 1990s, when the government allocated the first 
frequencies to commercial operators. Karatzaferis used this station as a mouthpiece 
for a specific extremist right-wing current inside New Democracy. His strategy was 
to bring together former representatives of the dictatorship, monarchists and old 
Nazis in an informal organisation, which he named Nea Alpida (New Hope). In his 
very own television show, Karatzaferis appealed daily to disappointed party officials 
from National Political Union, Political Spring and Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
who had withdrawn from politics, and, of course, to members of right-wing extremist 
splinter groups only known to insiders, such as Golden Dawn.

According to Karatzaferis, their common denominator was “patriotism”. In reality, 
he had contributed to making certain right-wing extremist discourses respectable 
in Greece. By adopting stereotypes and bogeymen from other right-wing organisa-
tions in Europe, and especially by declaring immigration a national threat, they tried 
to recruit enough votes from the dispersed right to secure another parliamentary 
term for New Democracy. This goal was not achieved, though. The official party 
leadership, with Kostas Karamanlis at its head, had decided on a moderate policy 
and pushed the extremist forces to the verges. Karatzaferis was finally expelled from 
New Democracy after the 2000 elections, which Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
won by a very narrow margin.

In September of the same year, he started the party Popular Orthodox Rally, whose 
participation in the 2002 regional elections just two years later was met with an 
unprecedented success of 13.6 per cent. During this time, Greek society was facing 
a new wave of unrest characterised by nationalism and xenophobia. Instigated by 
leaders of the Orthodox Church, large segments of the population were prote-
sting against the introduction of a new identity card that would no longer include 
information on religious aff iliation. Accompanied by extreme conspiracy theories 
– “the Jews were behind it” – these mass mobilisations met with a tremendous 
echo in the media, which helped Popular Orthodox Rally to gain a lot of attention. 
It still obtained only 2.19 per cent of the votes in the parliamentary elections in 
March 2004, which were won by New Democracy, and it missed the parliamentary 
threshold. Nevertheless, in the European parliamentary elections in June of the 
same year, the party received 4.12 per cent, thereby securing its chair a seat in the 
European Parliament.

After that, Popular Orthodox Rally continued to rise. Its parliamentary success encou-
raged other right-wing extremist groups to join. An example of this was Elliniko 
Metopo (Hellenic Front), a small splinter group with close connections to the French 
Front National. The chair of the Hellenic Front, Makis Voridis, who had personal 
contacts with Le Pen and Carl Lang, announced in 2005 that his group would join 
the party. In 2007, Popular Orthodox Rally entered the Greek Parliament for the first 
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time, with 3.8 per cent of the votes and ten seats. The elections for the European 
and the Greek Parliament followed in 2009, when the party obtained 7.15 per cent 
(two seats) and 5.63 per cent (15 seats) respectively.

From 2009 onwards, Karatzaferis, who had established absolute control over the 
party with his autocratic ruling style, focused on trying to play a special role in the 
political landscape. According to his own testimony, he wanted his party to become 
the “connecting link” between Panhellenic Socialist Movement and New Democracy. 
He had already put out feelers towards power several times in the last decade, 
ingratiating himself to one or the other of the two main parties. After the outbreak 
of the financial crisis, he was the first politician to propose a technocrat for the office 
of prime minister. He even explicitly proposed the former vice-chair of the European 
Central Bank, Loukas Papadimos.

None of this would have mattered if it had not been for certain simultaneous deve-
lopments and connections outside of parliament that strengthened the position of 
Popular Orthodox Rally. There were, for example, regular initiatives to “save the 
nation” by industrialists and other personalities and members of the social elite, 
some of whom had had quite close connections to the military junta and still mour-
ned for the monarchy.6 Against this backdrop, Popular Orthodox Rally’s flirt with 
political power was not always one-sided. Both major parties regularly found ways 
to scratch Popular Orthodox Rally’s back during election times. This was based on 
the phenomenon called “paradoxical voting”, named after the presidential elections 
in France in 1965, when the socialist François Mitterrand had received votes from a 
right-wing extremist party.

Electoral subterfuges and good contacts to important non-parliamentary actors 
enabled Popular Orthodox Rally to strengthen its political position. The nature of 
the immigration debate since 2009 shows that Karatzaferis’ party had not needed 
to restrain or adapt its discourse to be accepted on an equal footing in public discus-
sions. In fact, it was the two major parties that had drawn on the political agenda of 
Popular Orthodox Rally.

A peculiar political constellation formed in Greece after the government was forced 
to ask for financial support from the International Monetary Fund, the European Cen-
tral Bank and the European Union. This was Karatzaferis’ chance to fulfil his long-held 

6  The fall of the military dictatorship was connected with the end of the Greek monarchy, which was in 

place between 1832 and 1924 and then again from 1935 to 1973 — in the latter period under King Constan-

tine II. In 1974, a clear majority of the Greek population (nearly 70 per cent ) voted to abolish the monarchy 

in a referendum.
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dream of power. In autumn 2011, the Panhellenic Socialist Movement government 
under Georgios Papandreou collapsed under the pressure of the drastic austerity 
measures that had been introduced in summer 2010. The two major parties were 
forced to form a new three-party government with Popular Orthodox Rally (which 
would last from November 2011 to May 2012). This was the first time that, in any 
EU country, a social democratic party had formed a coalition government with the 
conservatives and a right-wing extremist party.

While this was Popular Orthodox Rally’s crowning moment, it was also the begin-
ning of its downfall. Participating in Loukas Papadimos’ government and approving 
the harsh economic reforms that had been forced onto Greece may have enabled 
Karatzaferis to achieve the status of a “responsible, nationally-minded statesman” 
whose extreme right-wing past was no longer held against him. His voters, howe-
ver, who were suffering desperately under those measures, reacted with bitter 
disappointment, seeing him as part of the collapsing political system. As a result, 
Popular Orthodox Rally narrowly missed the parliamentary threshold in the May 
2012 elections with 2.9 per cent of the votes. When the elections were repeated 
a month later, the party’s share of the votes dropped even further, to 1.58 per 
cent. This despite the fact that Popular Orthodox Rally had managed to recruit 
the national-socialist veteran Kostas Plevris at the last moment – hoping to prevent 
a loss of votes to the right, that is, to the openly national-socialist Golden Dawn. 
But that was not even the worst of it: several leading party cadres, including Makis 
Voridis and Adonis Georgiadis, who had become quite well known through their 
constant TV appearances, defected to New Democracy, accusing Karatzaferis of 
breaking his word.

the oriGin oF GoLDen DaWn

The place Popular Orthodox Rally had occupied in the political system was not to 
stay empty for long. In 2012, Chrysi Avgi (Golden Dawn) celebrated its spectacular 
entry into the national parliament. The organisation had benefitted greatly from the 
dissolution tendencies in the political system that had emerged as a result of the 
crisis. But what were the historical and social conditions that had allowed Golden 
Dawn to emerge? How could a blatantly national-socialist group arise in Greece at 
the time of the Metapolitefsi?

Important Golden Dawn party officials such as its “Führer”, Nikolaos Michaloliakos, 
had already gained their first political experiences before the military dictatorship in 
Komma Tetartis Avgoustou (4th of August Party), a party founded by Kostas Plevris. 
Plevris, who was and still is a self-proclaimed national-socialist and fervent Hitler 
admirer, saw his organisation as fascist frontline troops. It bluntly exhorted racist 
theories, but preferred to infuse its political propaganda with the confusing ideas 
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15Neo-Nazi mobilisatioN iN the wake of the crisis

and principles of the dictatorial Metaxas regime (1936–40).7 Immediately after the 
military coup of 21 April 1967, Plevris readily put his organisation at the services of 
the junta. Together with some close collaborators, he wanted to become part of the 
government to ensure that the regime oriented itself along national-socialist prin-
ciples. Yet, this plan was rejected by his former teacher and then-propaganda chief 
of the military dictatorship, Georgios Georgalas, who insisted that anti-communism 
had to remain the regime’s sole ideological basis. In the end, the influence of Plevris 
and his 4th of August Party was minimal.

Nikolaos Michaloliakos joined Plevris’ organisation at the age of 16. This was in 1973 
when the military junta had initiated a kind of pseudo-liberalisation. As is generally 
known, this ended in disaster, the bloody suppression of the student uprisings and 
the storm on Athens Polytechnic in November 1973, resulting in the fall of the 
dictator Georgios Papadopoulos. Brigadier Dimitrios Ioannidis, who succeeded 
Papadopoulos, regarded Plevris and his collaborators with suspicion because of 
their close connections to his predecessor. Furthermore, he was neither able nor 
willing to transform the dictatorship into a fascist-style regime with the support of 
an organized “racial community”.

As was to be expected, the fall of the dictatorship in 1974 plunged the extreme right 
into crisis. At the same time, a kind of “incubation phase” began, where extreme 
right-wing groups in contact with like-minded Italians from the neo-fascist Ordine 
Nuovo were able to hatch up adventurous terrorist attacks more or less unchecked. 
Accordingly, Nikolaos Michaloliakos and others who would go on to be core members 
of Golden Dawn were involved in a series of violent acts. Michaloliakos was arrested 
in 1976 for inflicting bodily harm on several journalists at the funeral of the former 
junta torturer, the police officer Evangelos Mallios, and again several months later. 
In 1978, he was sentenced to prison for one year, among other things for supplying 
explosives to right-wing extremist groups that were responsible for a series of bomb 
attacks in 1977 and 1978 in which several people were seriously injured.

As a political organisation in its own right, Golden Dawn made its f irst appe-
arance in its eponymous magazine, launched in December 1980. At f irst, it 
concentrated on educational pieces and fascist propaganda. Proof of the organi-
sation’s national-socialist ideology can be found in the use of per tinent symbols 

7  Named after General Ioannis Metaxas, the regime followed the model of Italian fascism and maintained 

good relations with Italy and Germany until their occupation of Greece. It is also known as the “4th of August 

Regime” as it was on this day in 1936 that Metaxas, in his position as Greek head of government and foreign 

secretary, dissolved parliament and suspended the constitution. His goal was to establish a new form of state 

that he called the “Third Greek Civilisation”, inspired by the German term Dritte Reich.
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in its magazine and other publications, with the swastika still used today in every 
possible variant.

The magazine’s content left no doubt either. A striking number of articles praised 
Adolf Hitler and the National Socialism ideologue, Alfred Rosenberg, as well as 
politicians of the inter-war period that had been associated with National Socialism, 
such as the Romanian fascist and anti-Semite Corneliu Codreanu.

At that time, Golden Dawn was not yet ready to take the fight onto the streets. 
This may have been linked to pending criminal proceedings against two of their 
most important cadres (Nikolaos Michaloliakos and Panagiotis Iliopoulos) for the 
aforementioned bomb attacks. Others, such as Aristotelis Kalentzis, had already 
been sentenced to lengthy prison terms in Korydallos prison. In 1984, Golden Dawn 
temporarily lost one of its leading figures to the newly founded right-wing coalition 
party EPEN (National Political Union). Its founder — the former dictator Georgios 
Papadopoulos who had also been imprisoned in Korydallos — had appointed Niko-
laos Michaloliakos to lead its youth organisation. By January 1985, Michaloliakos had 
resigned from this position and left National Political Union because, as he later 
commented, it was not anti-Semitic enough.

This differentiation from other parties of the extreme right is typical for Golden 
Dawn even today. Even though there has always been cooperation with junta 
followers, monarchists and personalities such as Kostas Plevris and Makis Voridis, 
who laid claims to a leading role in the extreme right, these were rather isolated 
events. On the one hand, Golden Dawn always took great care to retain its neo-
Nazi characteristics and not allow them to be watered down by forming alliances. 
On the other hand, potential allies regularly collided with Golden Dawn’s predi-
sposition to open violence, which until today remains the main message of this 
national-socialist organisation.

It was the nationalist hysteria that erupted in Greece around the “Macedonian 
question” at the beginning of the 1990s that enabled Golden Dawn to over-
come its marginal status. Another factor was the fear of immigrants from the 
Balkans and the fear of an increase in “crimes caused by foreigners” stirred up 
by the newly installed commercial television stations. Golden Dawn left a lasting 
impression at a major demonstration against the usage of the name “Macedonia” 
by the former Yugoslav Republic, in Athens in December 1992. The organisation 
began attacks on a massive scale on the streets, targeting antinationalist leftist 
and autonomous activists, whom they denigrated as “traitors to their country”. 
The Golden Dawn’s thugs had no reason to fear the law enforcement autho-
rities – they were just brought before a magistrate and immediately released. 
The number of violent acts therefore increased rapidly. At f irst, this was mainly 
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in the vicinity of their former party headquarters in Kypseli, near their present 
stronghold in the neighbourhood of Agios Panteleiomonas.

In the period that followed, Golden Dawn stood firmly by its bloody politics of inti-
midation and violence. During the riots at the traditional demonstrations in Athens 
commemorating the student uprisings of 17 November 1973,8 its members could 
even be seen standing side by side with the infamous MAT special forces. Only very 
few of the acts of violence and attacks carried out by Golden Dawn were ever 
investigated. If the perpetrators were actually sentenced, it was usually to suspen-
ded sentences or the perpetrator was simply released on bail. An exception is the 
case of the former second-in-command of the organisation: the notorious Antonios 
Androutsopoulos, also known as Periandros.9 He was charged with the attempted 
murder of three young leftist activists after a Golden Dawn rally in front of the court 
in Athens in June 1998. It was “Periandros” who offered the following description 
of the mental disposition of these fascist thugs: “Everyone should know that the big 
battle which the so-called information media have unleashed against us over the last 
few years [...] has had no effect on us at all. The unshakeable strength that guides us 
and our actions is an uninhibited, thrilling and implacable fanaticism! [...] we don’t shy 
away from things that others wouldn’t even dare to think of. [...] Every time problems 
pile up, we are driven into a kind of frenzy. Fanaticism is a very powerful emotion. 
It makes you stronger when everything seems lost. It drives you on to deal further 
blows to the enemy, time and again, and it shatters any compassion you may feel 
when he lies beaten on the ground, whimpering and begging for mercy.”

The case of June 1998 was only resolved many years later. The Court of Cassation 
(Areopag) established not only the personal guilt of the accused, Antonios Androut-
sopoulos,10 but also that this was a case of organized crime, in which ten other 
members of Golden Dawn had participated. This and other court cases illustrate how 
Golden Dawn carried out their actions: not individually and spontaneously, but in a 
determined, collective and premeditated way. Despite its frequent illegal activities, 
Golden Dawn as an organisational entity has not yet been the subject of a parlia-
mentary or judicial investigation. No public authority has ever officially investigated 
the party’s compliance with the law or the constitution.

8  [Translator’s note: Special forces of the Greek riot police; MAT= Monades Apokatastasis Taxis/Units for 

Restoring Order.]

9  This refers to Periander (628–583 BCE), one of the Seven Sages of Ancient Greece. Periander 

was seen as the prototypical tyrant: harsh, but farsighted. He did not “shy away” from murdering his 

political opponents.

10  In 2009, Antonios Androutsopoulos was sentenced to 21 years in prison for the attempted murder of 

a student. Later, the sentence was reduced to 12 years.

ROSA_LUX_ENG_PRINT.indd   17 30/7/14   3:50 μ.μ.



18 The rise of The neo-nazi parTy ‘Golden dawn’ in Greece

the orGanisation’s methoDs anD the roLe oF vioLenCe

Golden Dawn is a political organisation that does not confine itself to glorifying 
National Socialism and distributing pertinent propaganda. Rather, it strives to put 
its political convictions into practice, while systematically and purposefully infringing 
the rule of law.

It is not possible to document all their crimes here. Those that the organisation boasts 
of in public, for example the “operations” undertaken after last year’s parliamentary 
elections against foreign merchants in Rafina and Mesolongi, should be enough to 
open the eyes of those who wish to see. Additionally, there is a whole series of final 
rulings, including some confirmed at the highest judicial instance, that demonstrate 
it is not just individual party members who have committed criminal offences, but 
that Golden Dawn hires paramilitary groups on a regular basis to commit its crimes. 
This also verifies that the crimes of individual members are committed in the name 
and on behalf of the party leadership.

Golden Dawn is organized along a strict hierarchy. The “supreme Führer” has the 
ultimate authority and decision-making powers. He is responsible for all matters. An 
entire chapter at the beginning of Golden Dawn’s party statute is devoted to the 
Führerprinzip (leader principle). Nothing can happen without the explicit approval of 
the chair. So far, three party cadres, so-called “sub-Führer”, who posed a threat to the 
autocratic rule of the “supreme Führer”, have been expulsed from the organisation. 
In respect to the internal composition of Golden Dawn, its members offer praise 
in several articles for a military structure inspired by Mussolini’s “Black Shirts” and 
Röhm’s “storm Division” (SA, Sturmabteilung). Violence is not only a means; it is also 
the organisation’s end goal. Violence is its main message to society. It even plays a 
crucial role in its recruitment of new members. In a kind of initiation ritual, candidates 
for party membership have to commit violent acts to prove their determination to 
protect the organisation and its ideas at all cost. The party’s main slogan is “Aima 
– Timi – Chrysi Avgi” (Blood – Honour – Golden Dawn), which of course mimics 
the motto of the Hitler Youth (HJ, Hitlerjugend), “Blood and Honour”. Yet, Golden 
Dawn is not about “blood ties”, but about a willingness to shed the enemy’s as well as 
its members’ blood for the sake of the organisation’s “noble goals”. This pressure to 
participate in violent acts is established from the outset, and makes everyone in the 
party into an accomplice. At the same time, it also creates a climate of exceptional 
solidarity that guarantees secrecy in the case of judicial proceedings.

As to be expected, its official statements deny any participation in violent acts. Even 
when party members are caught red-handed, the party leadership interprets this 
publicly as an intrigue engineered against the party. However, if the evidence is too 
overwhelming for this argument to hold, the party simply disavows the perpetrators 

ROSA_LUX_ENG_PRINT.indd   18 30/7/14   3:50 μ.μ.



19Neo-Nazi mobilisatioN iN the wake of the crisis

and any connections to them. Its supporters then receive notice that this was just a 
tactical manoeuvre. Here is an example taken from Golden Dawn’s magazine: “As 
a legal political party that respects the institutions, Golden Dawn’s official position 
must necessarily be that we reject any violence. Nevertheless, this does not change 
the fact that all of our fellow comrades can act freely in accordance with their own 
conscience. It simply means that we cannot officially endorse or support such actions. 
I think I have made myself clear.” In other words, the party encourages its members 
to beat people up simply by following their own conscience, while it leans back and 
denies having anything to do with it as it officially rejects violence. There probably 
could not be a more cynical admission of guilt.

Yet, there is a kind of violence that the organisation endorses openly, and even 
propagates bluntly, not least motivated by its first great electoral successes. Golden 
Dawn takes the view – which has gained a lot of popular support – that the only 
possible answer by the “Greeks” to “criminal foreigners” is self-defence, or rather 
taking the law into their own hands. This view, which is uncritically picked up and 
disseminated by most of the media, advocates the natural right of the “victims” 
(Greeks) to defend themselves against the “perpetrators” (immigrants) by means 
of violence. This right to take the law into their own hands has effectively been part 
of the “modern Greek’s code of honour” since the 1990s, when a Greek peasant, 
who had shot and killed an Albanian who had stolen a water melon, got off with a 
suspended sentence. In a similar vein, the army and police patrols that had pelted 
unarmed refugees in the border regions with bullets also went unpunished, as they 
were apparently only stray bullets.

The economic crisis and the adoption of extremist right-wing rhetoric against immi-
grants by the ruling parties have further fuelled this trend: today, nearly every form 
of violence against “criminal foreigners” is considered legitimate. In an interview 
with an Athens newspaper, Ilias Panajotaros, a leading member of the organisation 
openly issued this threat just a month before the local elections in 2010: “If Golden 
Dawn wins a seat on Athens city council, there will be a pogrom.” He claimed that 
the organisation’s goal was to “purge” several of the public squares in the city centre 
of immigrants. Just a few days after the elections, Nikos Michaloliakos sang the same 
tune in a speech on the Attiki Plaza during an anti-Muslim demonstration. An oppor-
tunity to put this into practice presented itself in May 2011. The occasion was the 
murder of Manolis Kantaris by three foreigners.11 Increasing numbers of inhabitants 

11  This case caused quite a sensation, as the incident – a holdup murder – was caught on camera. It 

became public that the victim was a family man on his way to visit his heavily pregnant wife in hospital when 

he was attacked. The perpetrators – two Afghans and one Pakistani – were arrested and sentenced to life 

imprisonment in May 2012.
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of Athens’ city centre were demanding reinforced police action as they allegedly no 
longer felt safe in their houses and neighbourhoods. In the next two weeks (from 
10 to 25 May 2011), Athens city centre experienced full-blown pogroms. On a daily 
basis, right-wing extremist thugs hunted down immigrants and mercilessly attacked 
anybody who crossed their path.

Since 2011 we have been confronted with violent attacks by this national-socialist 
organisation in two forms. First, the number of individual racist attacks has increased, 
especially night-time attacks on people of immigrant backgrounds. The Network 
for Documenting Racist Violence had registered 87 such attacks by October 2012, 
a significant increase on the 63 registered cases the year before. 50 of the victims 
suffered from serious injuries, and 30 from light injuries. Additionally, several immi-
grant shops and homes have been the target of racist attacks. The documented 
cases are only the tip of the iceberg, as many immigrants avoid going to the police 
and making a report. They are either afraid of being arrested themselves because of 
their uncertain residence status or they simply do not expect any help from the state. 
And indeed, nobody has yet been brought to justice for these crimes. This impunity 
encourages the perpetrators and is one of the main reasons for the steady increase 
in the number of these attacks.

The second form of violence that has been seen in large cities and especially in Athens 
for some time now are full-blown pogroms. These organized racist riots imitate SA 
methods. The windows of immigrant shops are smashed on a regular basis, and 
houses and apartments are marked as “Greek” or “Christian”. At the same time, 
Golden Dawn claims that it has “liberated” these quarters. This means that the party 
has spread fear and panic in these neighbourhoods through its constant presence 
– similarly to NSDAP methods before Hitler’s assumption of power. Golden Dawn 
thereby draws on the practices of the German neo-Nazi NPD party with its noto-
rious “nationally liberated zones”, especially in cities and regions of the former GDR.

nationaL-soCiaList iDeoLoGy

Some of the public declarations by party cadres caused confusion at times as they 
seemed to suggest that Golden Dawn had given up its ties with National Socialism 
and that it was simply a “nationalist” party. Yet, this is an intentional feint: its consistent 
refusal to let go of its old dogma is what best characterizes Golden Dawn.

Even today on the party’s website, there is extensive material clearly showing its 
ideological proximity and closeness to the classics of National Socialism. It can also be 
seen that anti-Semitism is a central element not only of its propaganda, but also of its 
political worldview. All books on sale by the organisation feature, without exception, 
national-socialist content. The symbols used are unequivocal, too. In its early years, 
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Golden Dawn used different variants of the swastika. After some time, a strange 
symbol inspired by the runic alphabet of the old Nordic people began to appear 
on its flags and magazines. It is the so-called Wolfsangel, a symbol whose usage in a 
right-wing context is prohibited in Germany today, in the same way as the swastika. 
The Wolfsangel decorated the armbands of the 4th SS Polizei Panzergrenadier Division 
during World War II, which was sent to Greece to fight the resistance movement 
in 1943. This division was responsible for many of the war crimes committed against 
the Greek civilian population, including the particularly gruesome atrocities against 
the unarmed inhabitants of Kleisoura and the massacre of Distomo.12

Nowadays, Golden Dawn uses the Celtic cross on its shields and other “instruments 
of war”, a symbol that enjoys great popularity among violent groups of the extreme 
right everywhere in Europe. On its flag you can find the “meander” motif. The 
meander is an ancient Greek decorative element found on many antiquities. It has a 
secret symbolic power for the organisation, which can be understood from official 
party documents. For Golden Dawn, the double meander is nothing less than the 
perfect swastika.

The party manifesto, published in 2012, is extremely revealing, too. Golden Dawn 
builds itself up therein as an “ideological movement” (also the title of its manifesto). 
The last chapter dispels any doubts that may remain: “Whether we, the members 
of Golden Dawn, are ‘fascists’ or not, depends directly on the meaning that is given 
to the term ‘fascism’.” And the text goes on: “Golden Dawn is not a fascist or 
national-socialist movement. At the core of fascism is not the people, but the state! 
Taking ideological criteria into consideration, it would be impossible to connect 
our movement to fascism, which has been mainly a manifestation of Italian etatism. 
However, we are neither ‘etatists’ nor ‘Italians’(!), just as little as we are Germans or 
national-socialists. We are Greek nationalists who are proud of our ancestry! At the 
core of our ‘belief ’ is the völkisch nation, eternal Hellenism and not the state. That is 
why describing us as fascists and neo-Nazis has nothing to do with reality.”

These statements could not be clearer. Golden Dawn freely admits that the orga-
nisation adheres to a “völkisch nationalism”, which is considered the core of the 
national-socialist worldview – the 20th century’s “political religion” par excellence. 

12  On 5 April 1944, Waffen SS units murdered 215 innocent men, women and children in the northern 

Greek village of Kleisoura as part of a “retaliatory strike” for partisan attacks on German soldiers. It was the 

same SS unit that was responsible for the shooting of 218 inhabitants of the Distomo village in central Greece 

in June 1944, including the elderly, women, and children aged between two months and ten years old. Sur-

vivors and relatives of the victims of the massacre of Distomo sued Germany for compensation before the 

International Court of Justice in 2011.
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Particularly as the party considers itself a Laikos Syndesmos, that is, a völkisch move-
ment that strives to establish a regime described as Laiki Koinotita. This is nothing 
other than a Greek translation of Volksgemeinschaft (racial community), a central 
societal principle of German national-socialism, based on its “blood and soil” ideology.

Based on its structure, practices and ideological orientation, there is only one way that 
Golden Dawn can be characterized: it is a national-socialist organisation. Therefore, 
strictly speaking it is neither simply a right-wing extremist nor a fascist group. Its publi-
cations include several articles that adopt a critical stance on historical Italian fascism. 
Occasionally, the organisation distances itself from the Metaxas regime and from the 
Greek military dictatorship, which are criticized for diverging from the “only true”, 
or “absolute” National Socialism. The upright national-socialist and interior minister 
under Metaxas, Theodoros Skylakakis, is mentioned in a positive light. Discussions 
of Italian fascism refer mainly to the national-socialist ideologue Otto Dietrich and 
his advocacy of the superiority of German National Socialism.

Golden Dawn’s national-socialist worldview is perceivable in all of its activities and 
statements. At some points, it blatantly advocates sterilisation or even euthanasia 
for people with disabilities, inherited genetic conditions or drug problems in order 
to “save the white race”. It accuses the democratic system that would keep such 
persons alive of condemning “innocent living beings to a lifetime of torture”. An 
article published on its website reads: science that is controlled “by a group of insane 
hypochondriacs […] protects defective beings that in all other circumstances would 
have been sentenced to death by nature. [...] Natural selection, sterilisation and 
euthanasia are reasonable methods and to be encouraged, as long as they have a 
serious legal basis, are subject to medical supervision and the selection is based on 
sound biological and ethical criteria.”

“anCient Greek” nationaL soCiaLism

The only original or unique element of Golden Dawn’s National Socialism is its “Greek 
colouring”, as the organisation refers back to ancient Greece and declares it to be the 
model for its violence-based racist society. But even here, it still needs to draw on 
certain former German Nazi leaders. Its understanding of the ancient world is seen 
through the distorting lens of national-socialist theorists, citing Alfred Rosenberg in 
particular, but also Heinrich Himmler and other followers of the SS’s Germanic or 
ancestral worship. It is revealing that the organisation illustrates its ideological publi-
cations with statues that appear to be ancient Greek, but in fact are not. Usually they 
are sculptures by the likes of Arno Breker and Josef Thorak, who were commissioned 
to create them for the national-socialist regime in the 1930s and 1940s. The article 
titled The nature of Greekness and the f ight, for example, includes an illustration of 
Breker’s The Wehrmacht. This piece was personally inaugurated by Adolf Hitler in the 
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yard of his Reich Chancellery. The ideological series of articles titled For a Greek 
nationalism includes another work by this sculptor, who was supported by Hitler: 
a statue of Alexander the Great.

In short, in its delusionary state, Golden Dawn compares itself to the Third Reich. 
For Golden Dawn, the only true art is that which was officially recognized by the 
German national-socialist regime. After all, it was the German Nazis that created 
the Hellenism that Golden Dawn support. Everything else is considered a creation 
of “degenerate art”, especially of modernity. The main ideologues of the Greek neo-
Nazi party also feel compelled to emulate the national-socialist propagandists, who 
organized the famous exhibition on “degenerate art” in 1937 to defame expressio-
nism, surrealism and cubism. Thus, party chair, Nikolaos Michaloliakos, felt personally 
called upon to put pen to paper to comment on the oeuvre of Pablo Picasso. He 
barely deviated from Goebbel’s own analysis: “It is unbelievable that some argue 
the horrifying Guernica of the Jew Picasso contains something noble. Guernica, this 
so-called ‘masterpiece’, is a nightmare, decadent and dreadful. We can therefore only 
deplore those who feel a need to find a deeper meaning that they can’t quite grasp 
in the work of this degenerate Jew. They are to be deplored as they don’t realize 
that it is impossible to grasp this meaning, as it doesn’t exist at all.” As is well known, 
Picasso was not Jewish. Despite this fact, by 1942 national-socialist propaganda classi-
fied him as a “Gesinnungsjude” (ideological Jew) for being a prominent representative 
of “degenerate art”.

For Golden Dawn, even ancient Greek philosophy was nothing but a kind of prede-
cessor of National Socialism. According to the party’s theorists, the totalitarianism the 
organisation propagates is based on Platonic ideas. Thus: “Plato would undoubtedly 
have supported Mussolini’s slogans”. And also, “if Socrates were alive today”, he would 
“surely be a follower of Golden Dawn”. This peculiar referencing to the ancient Greek 
tradition can be seen not only in its shields decorated with the Celtic cross, which 
the organisation uses during its public appearances, but also in the speeches of some 
party cadres. Ilias Kasidiaris, for example, announced at a rally in front of the Leonidas 
monument in July 2008,13 that the organisation was waiting for the moment of the big 
counterattack, to follow in the footsteps of the ancient Krypteia, “who killed, silently 
and in absolute darkness, the city’s inner enemies”. The press spokesman actually 
called on his comrades publicly to kill “silently” and “in absolute darkness” the “inner 
enemies”, that is: “illegal” immigrants and the organisation’s “anti-Greek-minded” 
political opponents. There is probably no more pointed a description of the neo-Nazi 

13  The so-called Thermopylae monument commemorates the Spartan King Leonidas who, in 480 BC, stood 

alongside some 300 men to face a huge Persian army at the narrow Thermopylae pass between the Kallidromo 

mountain and the Malian Gulf. Golden Dawn holds a ceremony every year to commemorate this “heroic deed”.
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troop’s sinister machinations. After all, the Krypteia, in whose footsteps Golden Dawn 
claims to follow, are known for their barbaric Spartan traditions, as referenced by 
several ancient authors. They tell us how young men were required to kill a powerful 
Helot outside the city gates, while being promised impunity.

reLation to the orthoDox ChurCh

A common feature of all extreme-right organisations and manifestations in Greece 
so far has been their close ties to the Orthodox Church. They pride themselves on 
their religious devotion and righteousness, and condemn their opponents as the 
“Antichrist”. It is no coincidence that the main slogan of the Colonels’ junta was Ellas 
Ellinon Christianon (For a Christian Greece). LAOS, the most successful right-wing 
extremist party in parliamentary elections, even shows its commitment to the Chri-
stian faith in its symbols and its name: Popular Orthodox Rally.

In contrast, Golden Dawn displays a less unequivocal position. It professes its alle-
giance to Christianity (in its “de-Jewified” variant), supports the Orthodox Church for 
tactical reasons, but flirts at the same time with the “followers of the ancient Greek 
religion”14 (insofar as these also see themselves as national-socialists) and claims that 
in its “Führer state”, the “restoration of the true Greek religiosity, together with the 
gradual (and final) elimination of the Jewish fatalism and misery imposed onto us, is 
one of the main long-term goals”. This subordination of religion under the “needs of 
the nation” is nothing new and is also not typically Greek. In principle, it is nothing 
less than an imitation of national-socialist religious politics. Golden Dawn even points 
this out explicitly: “When the German national-socialists said that they believed in a 
positive Christianity, they meant: religion is welcome as long as it does not stand in 
the way of the national and racial goals of the state.” 

Despite the attempts of some Church leaders (the so-called metropolitans) to clear 
Golden Dawn’s name and depict its ideas and practices as consistent with Christian 
Orthodox beliefs, the organisation itself never passes up an opportunity to prove the 
opposite. Its leader, Nikolaos Michaloliakos, time and time again makes disparaging 
remarks about the Orthodox Church. He accuses the Church of being “completely 
alienated from Greek matters” and its rituals as “dark and obscure”. Furthermore, the 
organisation has made no secret of its hatred for the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan-
tinople, Bartholomew I,15 who in his sermons denounces racism and anti-Semitism. 

14  [Translator’s note: A Neo-Pagan movement that tries to resurrect the ancient Greek religiosity, especially 

the worship of the twelve Gods of Olympus.]

15  The Ecumenical Patriarch is the head of the Orthodox Church of Constantinople based in Istanbul. He 

also presides over all Christian Orthodox bishops.
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Alluding to his civil name, the party calls him Bartholomew Archondonis and boasts: 
“For us Greeks, this ‘priest’ and his horde of followers and believers emanate a danger 
that threatens our freedom and the survival of our racial community. That’s why we 
deplore and despise him deeply. We will consign him to the dustbins of history, where 
nobody cares about him and where he can serve ‘their God’, where he can praise 
common ancestral progenitors and patriarchs and serve Turkey’s Neo-Ottoman 
endeavours by means of his insidious and arrogant worldly interventions against the 
Autocephalous Church of Greece.” Evidently, Golden Dawn had far fewer problems 
with Pope Benedict than with the Ecumenical Patriarch. The reason, of course, lies 
in the fact that Pope Benedict lifted the excommunication of the British Bishop and 
Holocaust-denier Richard Williamson and supported the canonisation of the fascists’ 
friend and anti-Semite Pope Pius XII.

Nevertheless, after the 2012 elections, most metropolitans as well as their presiding 
archbishop pronounced themselves against Golden Dawn. They also warned their 
parishes about its anti-Christian propaganda. The most vigorous resistance against 
the party’s national-socialist position comes from the metropolitan Pavlos of Siatista: 
“What ‘orthodoxy’ is Golden Dawn talking about? The Church’s orthodoxy or its 
own ‘orthodoxy’? But has the ‘orthodoxy’ of Golden Dawn anything to do with 
the belief, with the experience and the orthodoxy of the Gospel? I think not. They 
are directly opposed and are mutually exclusive. [...] The Church belonged to Jesus 
Christ and not to the nation. A church that feels justified to fight the members of a 
different church because of the colour of their skin is a heretic church. [...] It is there-
fore better to be an atheist than to reinterpret belief and the Church and misuse it 
to entrap people.” Golden Dawn’s counterattacks to such statements are never far 
behind: “It is very sad that Church dignitaries accuse Golden Dawn in that way and 
align themselves with godless and blasphemous politicians, who are part of secret 
societies, dark clubs and dogmas.”

The organisation’s goal is clear: Golden Dawn is trying to win over the so-called 
para-religious organisations, including the Old Calendarists and other splinter groups 
that loiter in the official Church’s vicinity, as well as any metropolitans that might 
be tempted to join its ranks. The reference to “secret societies” and “dark clubs” 
is also not coincidental. As usual, when all other arguments have been exhausted, 
the fundamentalist “hyper-Orthodox” critics of the official Church hierarchy threa-
ten to disclose information on the connections that metropolitans and archbishops 
supposedly have with elements of Freemasonry and the Bilderberg Club. These 
threats sometimes take the form of open blackmail, such as: If you don’t stop bashing 
Golden Dawn, we will tell the “truth” about you. Often, they simply spread rumours 
– without mentioning any names. Here is an example taken from a Golden Dawn 
publication: “Is there a connection between a Greek metropolitan involved in Free-
masonry and the media attack by some Church dignitaries against Golden Dawn? 
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Are there freemasons in Greek politics who demand political backing from free-
masons in the Church?” This dubious method is well known from the tabloids. Golden 
Dawn’s message is clear: Do not listen to the metropolitans who criticize the party. 
They do it because they are freemasons.

The three Orthodox bishops that have been on Golden Dawn’s side to date are 
Ambrose of Kalavryta, Andreas of Dryinoupolis and Seraphim of Piraeus. The rea-
sons are evident: the first was a police chaplain during the military dictatorship and 
has stayed true to his views ever since. The second is a metropolitan in the border 
region next to Albania, where the Orthodox Church was at the forefront of the fight 
against the “godless” neighbouring country (where there is also a Greek minority) 
for decades during the Cold War. The third, Seraphim of Piraeus, is much younger, 
but very close to Golden Dawn in the anti-Semitic convictions that he expresses in 
his sermons. His most provocative remark was made during a TV show. He claimed: 
“Adolf Hitler was an instrument of worldwide Zionism and he was financed by the 
infamous Rothschild family with the single goal of getting the Jews to leave the beau-
tiful regions of Europe and emigrate to Israel to build a new empire.”

exuBerant anti-semitism

Golden Dawn shares its exuberant anti-Semitism with the metropolitan Seraphim. 
Even though anti-Semitism is anything but a marginal phenomenon in Greece and 
returned to the political stage in Greece a long time ago – in different forms and 
under varying political-ideological premises. In Greece, anti-Semitic arguments are 
much more present in public discussions than in the rest of Europe. This includes 
Holocaust denial as well as – in regards to the so-called Palestine conflict – comparing 
Israel or even the entire Jewish people to the Third Reich and the national socialists. 
Even the highest court in Greece, the Areopag, ruled in favour of the modern Greek 
national-socialist ideologue, Kostas Plevris, in 2010, by absolving him of the charge of 
anti-Semitism and incitement to racial hatred. Plevris had concocted a poor apology 
for a book, where he presented his “opinion” that Hitler’s only failure was not to have 
exterminated all Jews. The Areopag acquitted Plevris with the argument that “the 
real events and citations by historical persons presented by the author to support 
his assertions are based on historical sources which he explicitly names and which 
cannot be doubted compellingly”.

Anti-Semitism in Greece received its second wind with the recent economic and 
social crisis. Populist TV shows and internet platforms actively propagate conspiracy 
theories according to which globalisation is nothing less than the sinister plan of the 
“international Jewry” to gain world dominance. The ultimate bogeyman is the “Jewish 
banker”. This anti-Semitic atmosphere is what allows Golden Dawn to flourish like a 
fish in water, and introduce its even more radical anti-Jewish positions into the mix.
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Exemplary for Golden Dawn’s extreme anti-Semitism are the lyrics of two music 
bands whose members are Golden Dawn parliamentarians. The first song titled 
“Auschwitz” goes as follows: “Jews out! Holiday in Auschwitz/Fuck Wiesenthal/Fuck 
Anna Frank/Fuck the whole people of Abraham/The Star of David makes me puke/
Oh, Auschwitz, how I love it!/Hey, fucking Jews, you won’t get away from me/I’ll get 
down there to piss on your Wailing Wall/To dump Zyklon B in your synagogues/
Oh, you rabbi faggot, I’m coming to strangle you/Jews out! In Auschwitz I’m on fire.” 
The second song bemoans the close relationship between Christianity and Judaism: 
“One day I saw a Christian Church/The stench of Jehovah’s rot clogged my nose/The 
sub-human’s perfidy, nailed to the cross/I saw the Son of God and his saints burning 
in the flames/I dreamed of a world without Jehovah’s sub-humans/The return of the 
Übermensch, that’s what I announce.”

It is remarkable that Golden Dawn has not followed the path of other right-wing 
extremist groups in Europe and replaced its anti-Semitic rhetoric with anti-Muslim 
rhetoric, as Muslim immigrants represent much better social scapegoats. Despite its 
explicit anti-immigrant position, Golden Dawn sees itself as strictly anti-Jewish and 
considers the state of Israel and Jews to be behind the “anti-Greek campaign”. In 
more recent texts, Islam is praised as a “central factor in international relationships”. 
Islam is deemed to be equipped with “an adequate ideological background” to under-
stand that “the future holds an even more cruel, despicable and lawless world under 
Jewish domination”. Golden Dawn praises the “heroic struggle of Hezbollah” as an 
example to follow. Hezbollah managed to expose at least “temporarily the Israeli 
expansionism and to defeat Israeli troops, who are armed to the teeth, by means of a 
combination of exceptional bravery, brilliant strategy and remarkable discipline”. In its 
“post-Koranic writings”, Golden Dawn admires the “consistent and where necessary 
also violent antagonism between Islam and Judaism, regardless of the attempts of 
moderate forces on both sides to play down the conflict”.

It is also remarkable that Golden Dawn is such a pronounced Germanophile, unlike 
most populist right-wing extremist groups in Greece with their clear anti-German 
position. Golden Dawn is of the view that the split and hostilities between Greeks 
and Germans was “the result of manifold dark machinations” that had been “stirred 
up systematically” in order to prevent Germany from “expanding its presence 
and playing a leading role in the Eastern Mediterranean region”. Of course, the 
well-known denigrations of Angela Merkel and denouncements of the “Troika by 
the grace of Germany” can also be heard at Golden Dawn’s public appearances. 
But its party manifesto and other publications demonstrate an extremely Germa-
nophile position. Furthermore, the organisation identif ies the contempt and hatred 
stirred up in the German-speaking world towards Greece as a “concoction of the 
Zionists”, while it decries especially the “Zionist-controlled news magazine, Focus”. 
When leading party members are forced to take a position against the politics of 
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the German Chancellor, they simply claim that Angela Merkel is of Jewish origin 
and would therefore follow the instructions of the “Zionists” to the detriment of 
Greece.

internationaL ConneCtions

Even in the early 1980s, Golden Dawn was making efforts to establish international 
contacts. Unlike the neo-fascists after the military dictatorship, though, who looked 
to the Italian Ordine Nuovo and similar right-wing terrorist organisations, Golden 
Dawn oriented itself initially towards Spain. At f irst, it developed contacts with 
the neo-Nazi and extreme anti-Semitic organisation CEDADE (Circulo Español 
de Amigos de Europa), which was founded in 1966 and had already passed its 
peak by the early 1980s. It was with the help of CEDADE that leading members 
of Golden Dawn would meet the neo-Nazi legend, Léon Degrelle. A Belgian, 
Degrelle was living in Spain at that time, and had been a notorious off icer in the 
Waffen SS. As the most decorated non-German off icer of the national-socialist 
military complex, he had been the commander of the Wallonian Division during 
World War II. Throughout his life he always considered it the greatest honour that 
Hitler had told him while decorating him: “If I’d had a son, I would have wanted 
him to be like you.” After the liberation of Belgium, Degrelle was sentenced to 
death in his absence for war crimes. He had managed to f lee to Spain, where 
the Franco regime had welcomed him. From his new residence, Degrelle had 
re-established contact with high Nazi off icials, including Major Otto Skorzeny 
(whom Hitler had entrusted with leading several sonderkommandos, General Karl 
Wolff, highest-ranking SS off icer in Italy and Heinrich Himmler’s right hand, as 
well as the notorious “Butcher of Lyon”, Klaus Barbie. Yet, Degrelle saw his most 
important task as recruiting new fighters for the international fascist movement. 
It was not long before his villa in Malaga became the recruitment centre for young 
Nazi functionaries from different parts of Europe. The two best-known of these 
were the Italian Stefano Delle Chiaie, who came to Degrelle via “the Black Prince”, 
Valerio Borghese, and the German neo-Nazi Michael Kühnen, who escaped arrest 
in 1984 by f leeing f irst to Paris, then to Spain.

The first contact between party cadres of Golden Dawn and the French neo-Nazi 
group PNFE (Parti Nationaliste Français et Européen) was as early as 1994. By Sep-
tember 1995, Golden Dawn’s weekly magazine could be purchased at Front National 
festivals at the stand of the party’s youth organisation, the Front National de la Jeu-
nesse. Nikolaos Michaloliakos had already met Jean-Marie Le Pen previously when 
the leader of the French extreme right had visited Athens. The Greek neo-Nazis 
had also forged special connections to the racist Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging in 
South Africa, which at that time was trying to resist violently the foreseeable end of 
the Apartheid regime.
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In the early 1990s, when Golden Dawn began to rise amid the nationalist frenzy, the 
organisation could not resist the opportunity to get directly involved in the military 
conflict taking place in the territory of former Yugoslavia. One of the first issues of 
its weekly magazine, dated 21 February 1993, contained an exclusive interview with 
Vojislav Šešelj, the ultra-nationalist Serb politician who, for some years now, has been 
answering for war crimes before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY).

Golden Dawn boasted in the lead story of the organisation’s involvement in the 
Yugoslav War and printed a picture on the front cover with the subtitle: “Greek 
patriots in action side by side with the Serbs in Bosnia! Among them members of 
Golden Dawn!” Just a few weeks later, Golden Dawn’s newspaper published an 
interview with two unnamed party officials that had presumably participated in the 
war alongside the Bosnian Serbs and even received military honours from Radovan 
Karadžić himself (despite – and this is mentioned too – not having been part of any 
direct attacks). Karadžić is also currently on trial before the ICTY.

More than a decade after the fact, the Greek judicial system began proceedings to 
clarify whether and to what extent Greeks had been involved in war crimes during 
the Bosnian War. This coincided with the 10th anniversary of the biggest massacre on 
European soil since the end of World War II – the killing of 7,500 unarmed Bosnian 
Muslims by the Bosnian-Serb army in Srebrenica (between 11 and 17 June 1995). 
The Greek Parliament also addressed this topic in 2005. The then Greek minister of 
justice in the government of Kostas Karamanlis, Anastasios Papaligouras, presented 
himself as well informed and promised pompously that the justice system would make 
every effort to shed light on the incidents. At the same time, it became apparent 
that he did not believe that any Greeks “had been involved in the massacres”. Since 
then, eight idle years have gone by.

the vision oF a “BroWn internationaL”

There have been several attempts to create a “Brown International” in Europe. 
Greek organisations were involved in two known attempts. A pioneer in the 
Europe-wide networking of right-wing forces was the Russian ultra-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who par ticipated along with members of Golden Dawn 
in the Bosnian War. In 1994, Zhirinovsky, chair of the right-wing extremist Rus-
sian Liberal Democratic Par ty of Russia (LDRP), invited members of Golden 
Dawn to Moscow to represent Greece at the f ledgling “Patriotic International” 
(Patrintern). right-wing extremist groups from Austria, Belarus, Germany, Hun-
gary, Serbia and Ukraine. Even though Zhirinovsky’s plan failed, Golden Dawn 
had the opportunity to gain an international reputation as the representative 
of Greek right-wing extremism.
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Jean-Marie Le Pen was the second prominent right-wing extremist to attempt 
this feat. In 1997, the chair of the French Front National announced the creation 
of Euronat (European Nationalists), a Europe-wide nationalist international that 
drew attention to itself with the slogan “Nationalists of all countries, unite!” 
(paraphrasing Marx). The Greek par tner organisation was in this case Hellenic 
Front, an imitation of Le Pen’s Front National, with Makis Voridis as its chair. 
Yet, this venture was not crowned with success either. Nevertheless, this does 
not mean that the idea of a “Brown International” has been abandoned. Recent 
indications and dozens of pictures in Golden Dawn’s publications show its various 
connections to neo-Nazis from all over Europe. Especially close connections have 
existed for years with Germany and the NPD. Collaborators of Michaloliakos 
have been to Germany several times in the last decade to visit NPD representa-
tives. In return, former NPD chair Udo Voigt has been invited to Greece several 
times by Golden Dawn. The following are some representative examples of the 
numerous encounters between Greek and German neo-Nazis. In May 2005, 
leading members of Golden Dawn par ticipated in the ceremony organised by 
the NPD to commemorate Nazi-Germany’s defeat. A month later, they were 
invited to the so-called “Fest der Völker – For a Europe of Nations” in Jena. In 
September 2005, Greek neo-Nazis sent a small delegation to the national NPD 
convention in Riesa. In 2006, Golden Dawn representatives were present at the 
NPD’s May Day demonstration in Rostock.

The relationship between the sister par ties suffered a severe setback in Octo-
ber 2010, when the NPD held a protest rally in front of the Greek consulate in 
Düsseldorf under the motto “German money for German interests – no f inancial 
aid for Greece!” Off icially, the Greek par ty was forced to break contact with 
the NPD. In reality, though, there was no break at all. Recently, on 1 February 
2013, two Bavarian neo-Nazis were invited by Golden Dawn to the Greek 
parliament, where they had their pictures taken with Michaloliakos and other 
Golden Dawn parliamentarians. When the visit became public, Golden Dawn 
tried to minimize its importance by trying to pass off the neo-Nazis as journalists. 
Due to their notoriety, however, this was unsuccessful. Sebastian Schmaus is an 
NPD off icial, member of Nuremberg city council and is active in the citizens’ 
initiative Ausländerstopp. Matthias Fischer is the founder and leading member 
of the proscribed Fränkische Aktionsfront, a union of neo-Nazi “comradeships”. 
He has already been imprisoned several times for related offences for months 
at a time. Both men are also cadres of the Freie Netz Süd, a neo-Nazi umbrella 
organisation in southern Germany, against which a recent motion of prohibition 
by the Bavarian regional parliament is still pending.

Nikolaos Michaloliakos knew very well whom he had invited into parliament, not 
least as the delegation of German neo-Nazis that travelled to Greece to participate 
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in Golden Dawn’s Imia March16 consisted of 30 members of the organisation. On 
its website17 the Freie Netz Süd addresses in detail the special relationship between 
Golden Dawn and German neo-Nazi groups, which are united under its roof and 
act on the edges of legality. This confirms among other things that its delegation’s 
visit to Greece resulted from an official invitation from Golden Dawn. Furthermore, 
the network claims that the Greek neo-Nazi party is at the core of a new movement 
working towards a pan-European resurrection of national-socialist ideas. It is telling 
here that Golden Dawn’s status as a national-socialist organisation is taken for granted.
Equally of interest is the information that alleges that there was a meeting between 
the German neo-Nazi network and Greek “comrades” in Nuremberg in November 
2012, thus, prior to the visit of the Bavarian neo-Nazis to Athens. Reportedly, the 
notorious Holocaust denier Ernst Zündel was present too. The Greek guests were 
apparently offered a guided tour taking in the central square in Nuremberg’s Old 
Town, which had been named after Adolf Hitler until 1945, as well as the building 
where the Nuremberg Laws were discussed and decided upon. It would have been 
during this visit that the invitation was reciprocated and the Germans invited to the 
Greek Parliament.

There are some more serious aspects to the German-Greek friendship amongst the 
extreme right. In January 2012, the German Parliament, the Bundestag, set up an 
investigative committee to shed light on the crimes of the neo-Nazi terrorist orga-
nisation National Socialist Underground (NSU, Nationalsozialistischer Untergrund), 
which is believed to have committed ten murders (one of the victims was a Greek 
immigrant). The committee is also tasked with examining connections between the 
NSU and other right-wing extremist organisations in Germany and abroad. According 
to the press, NSU records indeed contain detailed information on contacts between 
Golden Dawn cadres and prominent German neo-Nazis. The records indicate, for 
example, that Nikolaos Michaloliakos visited the home of Thorsten Heise, one of the 
best-known neo-Nazis in Germany. Supposedly, the visit occurred in Heise’s native 
village of Fretterode on 19 November 2009. According to German investigative 
authorities, Michaloliakos did not travel alone, but was accompanied by a mysterious 
“professor”. The host, Thorsten Heise, is a key NPD party official. Before that, he 
was a leading member of the neo-Nazi party Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei 
(FAP, Free German Worker’s Party), which was proscribed in 1995. Heise has been 
sentenced several times for assault, bodily injury and various other violations of 
the law, including an attempt to run over a refugee with his car. He made national 
headlines again in 2006, when he commissioned, on his own land in Fretterode, the 

16  [German translator’s note: The march has been held since 1997 in commemoration of a military incident 

close to Imia off the Turkish coast that, in 1996, nearly led to war between Greece and Turkey.]

17  See: http://www.freies-netz.sued.net.
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reconstruction of the memorial for the 1st SS Panzer Division Leibstandarte SS Adolf 
Hitler and the 12th SS Panzer Division Hitlerjugend. The memorial had been erected 
in Marienfels in 1971 and was destroyed by unknown persons in 2004.

In late January/early February 2013, it was not only German neo-Nazis from Freie 
Netz Süd that were present in Greece. Two other European delegations also parti-
cipated in the rally to commemorate the Imia incident. One of them was led by the 
Italian party Forza Nuova (New Force), the second by the Romanian organisation 
Noua Dreapta (New Right). New Force is a neo-fascist group that adheres to the 
ideas of the Italian cultural philosopher and race theorist Julius Evola. The Romanian 
New Right is an openly racist group based on the ideas of a leading national-socialist 
figure from the Interwar period, Corneliu Codreanu, and aims to restore the former 
borders of Greater Romania. Both organisations announced in their publications that 
they had visited Greece following an invitation from Golden Dawn, an “essential 
nationalist ally”.

After its landslide victory in the 2012 elections and the prospect of a significant 
increase in available funds from state benefits, Golden Dawn is now striving to 
assume a leading role in a new European “Brown International”. NPD, Forza Nuova, 
Noua Dreapta and Golden Dawn united as the so-called European National Front 
(ENF) in 2004. At times, other right-wing extremist and neo-fascist parties have also 
gathered under this umbrella organisation. Apart from the four aforementioned, the 
most recent additions are Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski (National Rebirth of Poland) 
from Poland as well the Spanish organisations La Falange and Movimiento Social 
Republicano (MSR). A Golden Dawn delegation was invited to the 7th Pan-European 
Congress of the MSR in Madrid in November 2012.

Golden Dawn would rather we remained in the dark about all of these activities on 
international terrain. After all, it is difficult to offer a plausible explanation as to how 
each of these ultra-nationalist organisations with their conflicting interests could be 
brought together and what such a cooperation would entail – unless they follow the 
idea of right-wing “axis politics”.

Thus, we have established that Golden Dawn has struggled for decades to win the 
acknowledgement and support of other extreme right-wing organisations across 
Europe. Today, the party is an exemplary model of success and is expanding inter-
nationally and exerting influence beyond the Greek frontiers. In the process, it has 
concentrated on countries with relatively large Greek communities due to historical 
waves of immigration, such as Germany, the US, Canada and Australia. Even though 
this approach was not all that successful, other groups are already trying to imitate 
Golden Dawn’s approach. For instance, an Italian group with the same name has 
been founded in Trieste – Alba Dorata.
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the exPLosive GroWth oF suPPort For the Party

It is of utmost importance to understand the reasons as well as the context that 
led to 440,000 people suddenly voting for Golden Dawn in the 2012 parliamentary 
elections, when the party had received only 23,000 votes four years earlier. First off, 
we need to remind ourselves that Greece in 2012 has little in common with Greece 
in 2009. Peacetime has never witnessed social repercussions as extreme as those 
triggered by the austerity policies introduced in 2010. The income of employees, but 
also of freelancers and SME business owners, has dropped by 40 per cent. Already 
low pensions have been dramatically cut. At the same time, the unemployment rate 
is at a record high. Most recently, it was 30 per cent, and even exceeded 60 per 
cent among young people. Yet, the worst problem is that these enormously painful 
social cuts are not linked to a prospective solution or likely to provide an imminent 
end to the misery.

Undoubtedly, the multifaceted economic crisis has played a major role in granting this 
national-socialist party an opportunity to enjoy such a meteoric rise. Nonetheless, 
its success would have been significantly more modest, had Greece’s political system 
not been so run-down and incapable of dealing with the problems. When the 2010 
regional and local elections indicated the first signs of growing support for Golden 
Dawn, most other parties did not react by distancing themselves, but by imitating the 
national-socialists and surrendering to its political agenda and rhetoric – especially 
concerning immigration. This is a fundamentally flawed formula, as we have seen in 
many parts of Europe, where the conservative camp has fallen into the seductive trap 
of trying to compete with the extreme right on its very own turf of nationalism and 
xenophobia. This strategy has always proven to have a boomerang effect.

The completely unexpected conquest of a seat in the city council of Athens, which 
was taken up by the chair of Golden Dawn himself after receiving 5.29 per cent of the 
votes in autumn 2010, in some ways marked the start of the organisation’s triumphant 
sweep. We saw a repeat of events that had been experienced in other countries: 
growing prominence following success at local or European elections leading to a 
breakthrough at the national level.

Golden Dawn’s rise was also supported by the coalition government under Loukas 
Papadimos – who deserves the dubious credit of having made it seem respectable 
for a right-wing party to participate directly in government. This situation was also 
promoted by the apathy and disinterest of large parts of the Greek population 
regarding the future of democracy, or to put it another way, its despair in the face 
of its desolate condition. Another factor was a series of modern myths regarding 
the alleged social commitment of Golden Dawn. In the same way as with the earlier 
success of the Popular Orthodox Rally, certain media voices also played a decisive 
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role. Again, the Greek newspaper with the highest-circulation on a Sunday, Proto 
Thema, devoted itself to outrageously open propaganda, occasionally even based on 
manufactured reports, in favour of Golden Dawn.

Another important point is the specif ic context in which the party was founded. 
This had a signif icant influence on its later development. First, we should consider 
the failed attempt to convert the military junta to the national-socialist ideology. 
Among other things, this led the right-wing extremist camp in Greece to distance 
itself from National Socialism, so that, in the decades to follow, right-wing organisa-
tions assumed different political orientations inside and outside of parliament. This 
meant that Golden Dawn had a unique ideological position right from the start. 
Moreover, the period of apprenticeship alongside high-ranking members of the 
military dictatorship enabled the party to become acquainted with the structures 
of the “Deep State”18 at a very early stage in its existence. In contrast to other 
western European organisations at the extreme right of the political spectrum, 
Golden Dawn has never been, despite its very radical positions, a party of pariahs. 
It has always maintained very good relations with the police and the military, as 
well as the judiciary and the Greek Church. The massive infiltration of EL.AS (the 
Greek police) by members of Golden Dawn is no recent phenomenon, but is based 
on a decades-old connection.19

 
Who votes For GoLDen DaWn?

According to polls conducted after the June 2012 parliamentary elections, 29 per cent 
of Golden Dawn voters cited protest, despair and the wish to punish the political 
system as the reason they voted for the party. The decisive factor for 27 per cent 
was the party’s position on immigration and border problems, 14 per cent voted for 
the party because, on principle, they agreed with its manifesto, and 13 per cent either 
for patriotic reasons or because they were concerned about the future of Greece.

More men support Golden Dawn than women (8.5 per cent of men voted for the 
party compared to 5.1 per cent of women) and there is stronger support for the 
party among younger people. In the 18 to 24 age group, Golden Dawn gained 8.1 
per cent of the votes; in the 25 to 34 age group it was 9.9 per cent, in the 35 to 44 
age group it was 11.9 per cent, in the 45 to 54 age group it was 6.7 per cent, in the 

18  The term “Deep State” refers to ties between state institutions (the police, secret service, the military, 

politics and administration), the Church and right-wing extremists that have developed over a long period of 

time and are in part of a conspiratorial nature.

19  [Translator’s note: It is estimated that between 45 and 59 per cent of Athens’ police officers voted for 

Golden Dawn in the 2012 parliamentary elections.]
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55 to 64 group it was 3.8 per cent and among those over 65 years it was 2.5 per 
cent. There was no significant variation in the number of voters in urban areas (6.8 
per cent), sub-urban areas (7.4 per cent) and rural areas (6.9 per cent). As far as 
employment status is concerned, Golden Dawn has the greatest support among 
unskilled workers and people in precarious employment (24.5 per cent), followed 
by unemployed people (23.5 per cent), entrepreneurs (20.3 per cent), mid-range 
employees in the private sector (12.6 per cent), skilled workers (11.1 per cent), 
workers in the private sector (10.2 per cent), traders and small entrepreneurs (9.1 
per cent), self-employed (8.7 per cent), independent farmers, stock-breeders and 
fishermen (7.5 per cent), public servants (4.7 per cent), homemakers (3.6 per cent), 
students and soldiers (3.6 per cent), pensioners from the private sector (2.8 per 
cent), mid-range employees in state institutions (2.3 per cent) and pensioners from 
the public sector (1.7 per cent).

In rural areas with high average incomes, Golden Dawn received comparatively few 
votes in the 2012 parliamentary elections (6.1 per cent in Glyfada, but only 3.68 
per cent in Psychiko, 2.94 per cent in Philothei, 2.28 per cent in Ekali and 4 per cent 
in the wealthy Thessaloniki suburb of Panorama). The Athens suburb of Papagou 
is an exception, as it has a long history of right-wing extremism and is home to a 
high proportion of military personnel (6.58 per cent). In rural areas with medium to 
high average incomes, the support for Golden Dawn increased, yet it still remained 
below the national average: Cholargos 5.09 per cent, Aghia Paraskevi 4.94 per cent, 
Chalandri 5.07 per cent and Marousi 5.18 per cent. The party had significantly more 
success in working-class districts: Menidi 12.54 per cent, Keratsini 9.09 per cent, 
Perama 10.91 per cent, Nikaia 8.43 per cent, Peristeri 7.78 per cent, Aigaleo 8.85 per 
cent and Efkarpia (Thessaloniki) 9.86 per cent.

It is thus clear that class and social status were important factors in voting decisions. 
This sets the party apart from its predecessor on the far-right, the Popular Orthodox 
Rally, which sees itself as a coalition party and, at least temporarily, had a relatively 
strong voter base in areas with mid-range to higher incomes. In contrast, Golden 
Dawn shows a significantly greater proximity to the people, something that the party 
expressed in the June 2012 elections in an ideologically more open election program, 
compared with 2010. The geographical distribution of its electorate is another indi-
cator that this is not a temporary development; the party will probably remain a part 
of Greece’s political system for the foreseeable future.

Furthermore, the party’s influence is often highest in regions considered traditional 
strongholds of the extreme right. The organisation had its best result in the region 
of Laconia, with 10.87 per cent, followed by Corinthia (9.99 per cent), Attica (9.96 
per cent) und Argolis (9.44 per cent). Yet, the areas where Golden Dawn had abo-
ve-average results also included Piraeus (9.28 per cent), which is inhabited mainly 
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by people on low incomes and is traditionally considered a left-wing stronghold. Its 
poorest results were in Lasithi (2.59 per cent), Iraklio (3.45 per cent), Rethymno (4.14 
per cent), Rhodope (4.19 per cent) and Arta (4.43 per cent).

the Future oF GoLDen DaWn. What haPPens aFter the eLeCtions?

Golden Dawn was underestimated by most political observers until 2012 – not just 
in terms of its criminal energy and practice, but also the extent of its national-socia-
list character. There had only been a few significant analyses and assessments of the 
organisation’s future potential. Many were appeased by the prediction of the General 
Secretary of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE), who thought that Golden Dawn’s 
party officials would just get themselves fancy outfits and ties and adapt quietly to 
the system after their entry to parliament.

In fact, the opposite occurred. Some aspects of Golden Dawn’s approach are similar 
to the approach of the NSDAP during the Weimar Republic. While it presents itself 
publicly as on the side of workers, and criticizes the memorandum signed by Greece 
and its creditors (the IMF, EU and ECB), it also de facto supports all anti-labour 
measures and directives. It doggedly defends what amounts to a tax exemption for 
Greek ship owners, while displaying indifference to the manifold scandalous privati-
sations in the banking sector as well as the extremely low wages paid by the major 
entrepreneurs with whom it so gladly keeps company. Strictly speaking, what it really 
despises about the memorandum and accompanying austerity measures is that they 
were dictated to the Greek people by “foreigners” and have led to what they view 
as a “regime of occupation”. Greek big business, which reaps the most profit from 
the crisis, is simply ignored.

Golden Dawn put forward a proposal here after the parliamentary elections in May 
2012 to solve the problem of forming a government. The “supreme Führer” himself 
and his designated sub-leader Ilias Kasidiaris advocated a government consisting of 
“non-party” figures and headed by Vasilios Markezinis, the son of Spyros Markezi-
nis, a conservative politician who collaborated with the military dictatorship under 
Georgios Papadopoulos. Vasilios Markezinis was advisor to the British monarch and 
had supporters in influential business circles in London and Athens. This recommen-
dation, however, did not really differ from Georgios Karatzaferis’ proposal of installing 
Loukas Papadimos as prime minister. Perhaps the Nazi apprentices were trying to 
apply the Hindenburg-Hitler model, where, as is well known, the second came to 
power through the first.

Its political practices to date are the best indicator of the strategy Golden Dawn has 
ultimately adopted. If we piece together the mosaic, a picture emerges of an orga-
nisation with a “semi-military” structure that seeks to provoke at all cost. “Greek 
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society is ready – even though no-one likes this – to have a fight: a new type of civil 
war,” explained Golden Dawn parliamentarian Ilias Panajotaro in an interview with 
BBC. “On the one side there will be nationalists like us, and Greeks who want our 
country to be as it used to be, and on the other side illegal immigrants, anarchists 
and all those who have destroyed Athens several times.”

Initiating damage control measures, the organisation reacted to the public outcry 
after this statement by disclaiming it: its parliamentarian had been misunderstood, 
they argued. Yet, there is no doubt that this is in fact Golden Dawn’s true purpose: 
it wants to challenge its opponents and victims at all cost and create a state of civil 
war on the streets of larger cities. This would enable it to justify its own violent 
practices as a “counter-reaction” and present itself as the only force able to defend 
the country from the immigrant and anarchist pack and from a takeover by the Left. 
As the actions and statements of party members unequivocally show, the organisa-
tion’s goal is to escalate the conflicts on the streets of Greek cities to the point that 
the “Deep State” has to intervene, which would finally provide an opportunity to 
create the much-longed-for “völkisch system”. This could also be seen as an attempt 
to recreate in present-day Greece the “strategy of tension” that shook Italy in the 
1970s and 1980s.20 Golden Dawn has the advantage of having first-hand experience 
of those times. First, its core leaders are acquainted with the teachings of the Ita-
lian neo-fascists from Ordine Nuovo. Second, it has become known that the main 
players in the “strategy of tension” were supported, trained and financed by the 
Greek military junta.

Everyone knows that history does not repeat itself quite so easily. It is nevertheless 
disturbing that this strategy seems to coincide with plans in other circles seeking to 
break people’s resistance to the extreme austerity measures that were imposed on 
Greek society in the name of fighting the crisis. The Greek government provided a 
taster of what its application could look like in summer 2011, when it tried to evict 
Syntagma Square in Athens after a previously unimaginable number of indignant 
Greeks had gathered to protest against the austerity policies. The government 
opted for an excessive and brutal police operation against peaceful demonstrators, 
thereby calling on the help of the para-state right-wing extremist groups, which 
presented themselves as unionists. This demonstrates that in certain centres of 
power, the idea has taken hold that the only way to pre-empt a popular rebellion 
is to transform cities into battle fields for the extreme Right and Left to confront 
and fight each other.

20  A series of staged terrorist attacks took place during this time involving the Italian secret services, the 

NATO/CIA clandestine organisation termed “Gladio”, the secret lodge Propaganda Due, and right-wing 

extremist organisations. Their goal was to blame the Left for these attacks, thereby discrediting it.
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This approach uses fear to discourage the majority of the population from protesting 
en masse against the crushing requirements of the memorandum. One might also say: 
experiences from the world of football are being applied to urban life. Since terrifying 
right-wing hooligan groups conquered the stadiums in Greece, other fans have begun 
to stay, and the stadiums are becoming emptier and quieter. If this strategy is applied 
to public spaces and the streets, organisations such as Golden Dawn could prove 
very useful to those in power.

the heLPLessness oF the DemoCratiC system

Until now, democratic par ties and the main state institutions in Greece have 
given little consideration to how national-socialist and violent organisations 
like Golden Dawn should be contained. The only two instances were in 1995 
and 1998, when representatives of left-wing par ties – specif ically the KKE and 
Synaspismos (a predecessor of SYRIZA) – demanded political and judicial action. 
Only once in the last 30 years have politicians, civil society and a large par t of 
the media exerted serious pressure on Golden Dawn. This was in summer 2005, 
when the news of a neo-Nazi “European Hate Festival” being organized on 
Greek soil caused a national outcry. The extent of the protests led the govern-
ment to ban the event. Golden Dawn also felt obliged to force its “sub-leader” 
Antonis Androutsopoulos – who had been in hiding for seven years following 
assault charges – to give himself up to the police.

However, it is obvious what needs to be done: the only way to put a stop to these 
storm troops is by forming a broad social alliance to fight against the neo-Nazis’ 
violence. The ultimate goal has to be to banish Nazism, racism and criminal violence 
forever from Greek political life. Of course, this will not be achieved by simply banning 
the party. Experiences from other countries show that most forms of exclusion, inclu-
ding bans, usually fail to achieve their intended goal, which is to restrict the activities 
of violent racist organisations. Bans can only be successful if the timing is right: which 
means neither too early – because the associated media attention risks increasing 
the public appeal of a previously little-known group – nor too late – because this 
risks provoking those who voted for the organisation by retroactively invalidating 
their decision.

Moreover, most legal scholars agree that any form of direct party ban would neces-
sarily conflict with the Greek constitution, which does not provide for such an 
instrument. Incidentally, Nikolaos Michaloliakos has already issued a public statement 
on this topic: in case of a ban, his party would simply continue its politics under a 
new name. Some legal scholars point out the possibility of applying Article 187 of 
the Greek criminal code. This article is frequently used to prosecute criminal organi-
sations, but has yet to be used against a national-socialist organisation.
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Others are fundamentally opposed to fighting Golden Dawn with legal means as 
they fear that this would work to the organisation’s advantage and fuel its appeal as 
an oppositional force. It was this view that blocked calls by the chair of Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement (PASOK), Evangelos Venizelos, for a coalition of all democratic 
parties to create an institutional and political “firewall” against the neo-Nazis. The 
failure of this initiative was primarily caused by the indifference of New Demo-
cracy, the strongest party in the tripartite coalition government. However, the 
left-wing Coalition of the Radical Left (SYRIZA) was not particularly enthusiastic 
about PASOK’s “antifascist initiative” either. SYRIZA is loath to forget that it was 
PASOK that issued a warning about “two political extremes”, which basically equated 
neo-Nazi violence with the protests and civil disobedience organized by the Left.

To all appearances, Golden Dawn helped the political system out of this dilemma. 
The startling intensification of its attacks forced the government and the judicial 
system to finally take measures to restrict its criminal acts. Today, the leadership 
of Golden Dawn has to defend itself against accusations of involvement in serious 
crimes, and the Areopag’s prosecutor’s office has labelled the organisation “criminal” 
in its report. The party chair and several close collaborators have been on remand 
since 28 September 2013.

Why did the alliance between Golden Dawn and the “Deep State” fall apart? Cer-
tainly, a Greek falling victim to the organisation’s attacks for the first time played a 
role. The 34-year-old antifascist rapper Pavlos Fyssas died on 18 September 2013 
from knife wounds to the heart, inflicted by a member of Golden Dawn. Until then, 
all of Golden Dawn’s victims had been immigrants, that is, people who had become 
targets because they were “invisible”, “anonymous” and “helpless”. The open public 
outcry that followed the incident and the massive antifascist demonstrations forced 
the government to end its politics of “tolerance” towards the organisation’s crimes. 
Another factor was the recent decision of Golden Dawn to directly attack members 
of other parties. Just a week before the murder of Fyssas, a storm troop attacked 
members of the Communist Party of Greece and injured ten people. Only a few 
days later, on 15 September 2013, Golden Dawn appeared with a military-style com-
mando in Meligalas on the Peloponnes, where the local authorities had organized 
a commemoration ceremony that was of symbolic importance to Greek right-wing 
extremists. The attendants were all members of the political right, together with 
their respective organisations. Despite this, Golden Dawn, led by one of its parlia-
mentarians, massively and brutally insulted them.

These two attacks show that Golden Dawn is ready to openly attack the organized 
Left, with deadly intent. It is also prepared to act against adherents of the Right, in its 
battle for political hegemony among “anti-Left-wing” forces. Recently, the organisation 
went one step further.
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On 1 November 2013, carnage ensued when two members of Golden Dawn were 
killed in front of their organisation’s headquarters in Athens. The perpetrators were 
not apprehended, but Golden Dawn tried to exploit the incident to its advantage 
and gain public sympathy. The polls indeed show that public knowledge of its crimi-
nal actions has only slight dented the party’s popularity. This was confirmed in the 
double elections in May 2014. At the local level, Golden Dawn received a considerable 
number of votes (most significantly, 16.2 per cent for Ilias Kasidiaris as candidate for 
mayor of Athens). In the European elections, it received 9.39 per cent – or 536,910 
votes – representing an increased influence in absolute terms.

It should be clear that legal means alone will not be enough to fully address the 
problem of Golden Dawn. Above all, the stereotypical views that have poisoned 
a large part of the population in the form of racism, xenophobia and nationalism 
need to be tackled. This cannot be done by the political forces that led us into this 
vicious circle of economic crisis and extreme austerity policies. Throughout Greece, 
a strong and diverse anti-Nazi and antiracist movement is growing. It is bringing 
together different political movements: antiauthoritarian and anarchist groups, the 
Left, communists and the Green Party, as well as citizens affiliated with the moderate 
right and even religious people who do not consider Nazism part of the “Greek 
tradition”. “Antifascism” as a political identity is finally re-emerging after many years 
of absence; and judging from the desperate reactions of the party, this is what Golden 
Dawn fears the most.
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aPPenDix

Golden Dawn election results 1994—2014

eLeCtion Date votes Per Cent seats

EU elections 12.6.1994 7,242 0.11 0

Greek parliamentary 
elections

22.9.1996 4,487 0.07 0

EU elections* 13.6.1999 48,532 0.75 0

EU elections** 13.6.2004 10,618 0.17 0

EU elections 7.6.2009 23,609 0.46 0

Greek parliamentary 
elections

4.10.2009 19,624 0.29 0

Athens municipal 
elections

14.11.2010 10,222 5.29 1

Greek parliamentary 
elections

6.5.2012 440,966 6.97 21

Greek parliamentary 
elections

17.6.2012 426,025 6.92 18

Athens municipal 
elections

18.5.2014 35,949 16.12 4

EU elections 25.5.2014 536,910 9.39 3

* together with the organisation First Line
** together with the organisation Patriotic Alliance

Source: Greek Ministry of the Interior.
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inDex oF PeoPLe

Androutsopoulos, Antonios 
(Pseudonym: Periandros) (*1966) 
Former high-ranking official of Golden 
Dawn and head of Falanga (Greek for 
“column”), the party’s paramilitary shock 
group. In June 1998, he was part of a 
group of ten Golden Dawn members 
that attempted to murder three left-wing 
youths. One of the three young men 
suffered a serious head injury. Although 
witnesses identif ied Androutsopoulos 
as one of the perpetrators, he was able 
to go underground and evade justice for 
seven years. In 2005, he turned himself 
in and in 2006 the courts sentenced him 
to 21 years in prison. After the court of 
appeal reduced his sentence to 12 years, 
he was later released from jail in 2010. He 
has since distanced himself from Golden 
Dawn’s leadership, not least because in 
his view the party was responsible for his 
conviction and imprisonment.

Garoufalias, Petros (1901–1984) 
Greek politician. Garoufalias was 
defence minister in the Enosis Ken-
trou-led (Centre Union) government in 
1964. He collaborated with the monar-
chy and was thus partly responsible for 
the later overthrow of the democra-
tically elected government. After the 
end of the military dictatorship (1974), 
he founded the party National Demo-
cratic Union.

Georgalas, Georgios (*1928) 
Greek politician and influential author 
of the nationalist and anti-communist 
pamphlets that Golden Dawn continues 
to use for propaganda. Georgalas is 

regarded as one of the most important 
ideologues of the Greek military junta 
(1967–1974) and held various govern-
ment positions during the regime.

Georgiadis, Adonis (*1972) 
Greek politician. Georgiadis began his 
career in a sales programme of Geor-
gios Karatzaferis’ TV channel, in which 
he marketed nationalist and anti-Semitic 
publications. He was a member of the 
youth organisations of New Demo-
cracy and Political Spring, but in 2000 
he switched to the far-right party the 
Popular Orthodox Rally. In 2007 he 
became a member of parliament and 
the party spokesman. In the tripartite 
coalition of New Democracy, PASOK 
and the Popular Orthodox Rally that 
governed between November 2011 
and May 2012, he was state secretary 
for regional development, competition 
and trade shipping. In February 2012, 
together with other Popular Orthodox 
Rally officials, he re-joined New Demo-
cracy. In June 2012, he was re-elected to 
the national assembly, this time on the 
New Democracy list. On 25 June 2013, 
Antonis Samaras’ government appointed 
him health minister.

Iliopoulos, Panagiotis (*1978) 
Member of the central committee of 
Golden Dawn. Iliopoulos represents the 
constituency of Magnesia in parliament. 
A tattoo reading “Sieg Heil” decorates 
his left upper arm.

Ioannidis, Dimitrios (1923–2010) 
Greek off icer. Ioannidis was involved 
in the 1967 coup d’état. As head of 
the Greek military police (ESA; Elliniki 
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Stratiotiki Astynomia), he held a leading 
position throughout the dictatorship. 
After the student uprisings at the 
Polytechnion in Athens in November 
1973, he staged a coup to depose of 
Georgios Papadopoulos as head of 
government. On 15 July 1974, he orga-
nised a further coup in Cyprus to bring 
down the government of Archbishop 
Makarios III. This provoked the Turkish 
invasion of the island. The resulting 
national crisis led to the collapse of the 
Greek military junta. In 1975, he recei-
ved a death sentence which was later 
commuted to life imprisonment. He 
died in prison.

Kaklamanis, Nikitas (*1946) 
Greek politician, a doctor by profession, 
with nationalist and extreme right-wing 
tendencies. During most of his career, 
Kaklamanis was a New Democracy offi-
cial. In 1993, though, he followed Antonis 
Samaras and joined Samaras’ newly foun-
ded party Political Spring. Between 1994 
and 1999 he represented the party at 
the EU parliament. Later, he returned to 
New Democracy. From 2004 to 2006, 
he was minister of health, and from 2007 
to 2010 mayor of Athens.

Kalentzis, Aristotelis (*1952)
Greek national-socialist. Towards the 
end of the military dictatorship, Kalen-
tzis became a member of Kostas Plevris’ 
4th of August Party. In 1977, he was 
sentenced to 12 years in prison for his 
involvement in terrorist bomb attacks. 
Kalentzis was involved in Golden Dawn’s 
precursor organisation. Later, though, his 
views clashed strongly with those of the 
founder and leader of Golden Dawn, 

Nikolaos Michaloliakos. From prison, he 
accused Kostas Plevris of being a spy for 
the parliamentary regime.

Karatzaferis, Georgios (*1947)
Greek politician. Karatzaferis began his 
career as a journalist, entrepreneur in 
the advertising industry and operator of 
a model agency. Under the government 
of Konstantinos Mitsotakis, Karatzafe-
ris received a broadcasting license for 
his private television station in 1999. In 
1993, as a member of New Democracy, 
he was elected to the Greek parliament. 
He acted as a mouthpiece for the con-
servative party’s extreme right wing. 
After he was ousted from New Demo-
cracy in 2000, he founded his own party, 
the Popular Orthodox Rally, which was 
modelled on other European right-wing 
parties.

Kasidiaris, Ilias (*1980)
Spokesperson for Golden Dawn and 
member of parliament. Kasidiaris was 
a soldier and a member of the Special 
Forces of the Greek army. During the 
June 2012 election campaign he physically 
attacked two left-wing parliamentarians 
live on Greek television. Kasidiaris denies 
the Holocaust, and calls for the deporta-
tion of all immigrants from Greece and 
the mining of the Greek-Turkish border. 
In August 2013, he demonstratively let 
himself be photographed in a posture 
showing off the swastika tattoo on his 
upper arm.

Mallios, Evangelos (1930–1976) 
Greek police of f icer with a senior 
posit ion in the police intell igence 
service. Mallios is considered to be one 
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of the military dictatorship’s most brutal 
torturers. Like most of the other dicta-
torship-era torturers, he was essentially 
later acquitted of all charges. On 14 
December 1976, he was murdered by 
the 17 November organisation (named 
after the defeated Athens students’ 
revolution of November 1973). Riots 
erupted at his funeral when neo-fascists 
attacked journalists from mainstream 
democratic newspapers. Participating in 
these events earned Nikolaos Michalo-
liakos a prison sentence, which he served 
in the Athens prison of Korydallos. Here, 
Michaloliakos met the imprisoned mili-
tary junta leaders.

Markezinis, Spyros (1909–2000) 
Greek politician and historian. After 
1946, Markezinis was elected several 
times to the Greek parliament. In 1950 
he founded the Progressive Party. In 
1973, the then dictator Papadopoulos 
appointed him prime minister, but Mar-
kezinis was arrested shortly afterward 
when Papadopoulos fell. After the end of 
the military dictatorship, he tried unsuc-
cessfully to regain political ground by 
reviving his Progressive Party.

Markezinis, Vasilios (*1944)
Greek lawyer with an international 
career. Vasilios Markezinis is the son of 
Spyros Markezinis. For a short time he 
was the top candidate of nationalists and 
business representatives for a “govern-
ment of experts” to lead Greece out 
of the crisis. After the parliamentary 
elections in May 2012, when the elected 
parties failed to form a government, 
Golden Dawn, too, supported such a 
technocratic solution.

Michaloliakos, Nikolaos (*1957) 
Greek national-socialist. During the mili-
tary dictatorship, Michaloliakos became a 
member of Kostas Plevris’ 4th of August 
Party. Later, he took part in many riots 
and played a role in other crimes com-
mitted by neo-fascist groups. In 1978, 
he received his first court sentence for 
supplying right-wing extremist groups 
with explosives. In 1980, he co-foun-
ded Golden Dawn and is currently 
the organisation’s general secretary. In 
1984, when the former and impriso-
ned dictator Papadopoulos founded 
the National Political Union Party, he 
appointed Michaloliakos as leader of 
the organisation’s youth organisation. In 
1985, though, Michaloliakos broke with 
the National Political Union Party and 
thereafter devoted himself entirely to 
Golden Dawn. In November 2010, when 
he took office as a newly elected munici-
pal councillor of Athens, he provoked his 
colleagues with the Nazi salute. He has 
written several books in which he openly 
propagates National Socialism.

Mitsotakis, Konstantinos (*1918)
Greek politician. In 1965, Mitsotakis led 
a group of “dissidents” and played a key 
role in the so-called Apostasia (split-
off ), the movement that led to the fall 
of the Centre Union government under 
Georgios Papandreou, whose minister 
of economics he himself had been. The 
resulting political crisis favoured the 
establishment of a dictatorial regime two 
years later in 1967. Mitsotakis, though, 
decided not to cooperate with the mili-
tary junta, and in 1974 became a member 
of New Democracy. Between 1990 and 
1993, he was prime minister of Greece 
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until a new apostasy also brought down 
his government, this time with Antonis 
Samaras as the driving force.

Panajotaros, Ilias (*1973)
An elected member of the Greek par-
liament for Golden Dawn since 2012. 
Panajotaros also owns a shop selling 
military clothes and Nazi accessories 
(Celtic cross flags, clothes of the Pit Bull 
brand, baseball bats etc.). He is a former 
leader of the so-called Galazia Stratia 
(Blue Army), as Golden Dawn is known 
in the hooligan scene. In an interview in 
May 2013, he compared Golden Dawn 
to the Lebanese Hezbollah, stating that 
the party was installing a kind of paral-
lel government that would care for and 
protect Greek citizens.

Papadopoulos, Georgios (1919–1999)
Greek officer. Papadopoulos was the 
head of the regime of the Colonels 
that staged the 1967 coup d’état. He 
was the uncontested dictator until 
November 1973, when he was repla-
ced by Dimitrios Ioannidis. After the fall 
of the dictatorship, Papadopoulos was 
sentenced to death in 1975. The death 
penalty, though, was later commuted to 
life imprisonment. In 1984, and still in 
prison, he founded the party National 
Political Union and entrusted Nikolaos 
Michaloliakos with the leadership of its 
youth organisation. He died in prison.

Papaligouras, Anastasios (*1948)
Greek politician. Papaligouras is the 
former head of ONNED, the youth 
organisation of New Democracy, and 
later, between 1981 and 2007, went on 
to become a member of parliament for 

the conservative party. Between 2004 
and 2007, he was minister of justice 
and in 2009 was minister for mercan-
tile marine and island policy for a few 
months.

Plevris, Kostas (Konstantinos) (*1939)
Greek politician and lawyer. Plevris 
is regarded as one of the mentors of 
modern Greek National Socialism. In 
1960, he founded the neo-fascist 4th of 
August Party. During the military dicta-
torship he cooperated with the junta. 
Among his various positions he also 
served as personal advisor to the dicta-
tor, Papadopoulos. At the same time he 
built links to neo-fascist organisations in 
Italy, such as Ordine Nuovo and Avan-
guardia Nazionale. In 1999, he founded 
the party First Line, winning 0.75 per 
cent of the vote in the European par-
liamentary elections that same year. In 
the parliamentary elections of 2000, he 
collaborated with Makis Voridis’ Helle-
nic Front and former leaders of Political 
Spring, the organisation founded by 
Antonis Samaras. In the 2004 elections, 
he was the most successful candidate for 
the Popular Orthodox Rally, but failed to 
enter parliament due to Greece’s three 
per cent threshold. Later, his son Thanos 
Plevris took his place in the party. Even-
tually, Thanos Plevris successfully entered 
the Greek parliament, in 2007 and 2009. 
When in 2012 Thanos Plevris switched 
parties and ran for New Democracy, his 
father again ran on the Popular Ortho-
dox Rally election list. In October 2011, 
Plevris received a 14-month suspended 
sentence under the so-called Greek 
“anti-racist” law. The reason was his 
book The Jews: The whole truth, in 
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which he denies the Holocaust, praises 
Hitler and the SS and claims that the 
Jews are subhuman (Untermenschen). 
However, the court of second instance 
acquitted him.

Samaras, Antonis (*1951)
Greek politician. Samaras has been 
a member of parliament since 1977. 
After the 1990 elections, he became a 
member of the cabinet in the Konstan-
tinos Mitsotakis government. However, 
he soon clashed with Mitsotakis, because 
Samaras openly promoted nationalistic 
positions in foreign policy. In April 1992, 
he was deposed of all his functions. In 
1993, he then founded his own party, 
Political Spring. In 2004, Samaras retur-
ned to New Democracy and was elected 
as party leader in 2009. Finally, on 20 
June 2012, he was elected as prime mini-
ster of Greece.

Skylakakis, Theodoros (1893–1944)
Greek officer. For a short time Skylakakis 
was the minister of the interior under the 
regime of Ioannis Metaxas. Suspicions 
that he was organising a coup d’état saw 
him dismissed from office in December 
1936. Skylakakis was an ardent advocate 
of German National Socialism and was 
strongly influenced by its ideology.

Voridis, Makis (*1964)
Greek lawyer and politician. In 1985, 
Voridis succeeded Nikolaos Michalolia-
kos as leader of the youth organisation of 
the National Political Union. In 1994, he 
founded the Hellenic Front, which was 
strongly modelled on the French Front 
National but was unable to achieve any 
noteworthy election successes. Voridis 

has personal ties to Jean Marie Le Pen. 
He ran twice for the office of mayor of 
Athens, achieving 0.6 and 0.9 per cent 
of the votes during the 1998 and 2002 
elections respectively. In 2005, he and 
the entire leadership of his party joined 
the Popular Orthodox Rally, and Voridis 
was elected as MP in 2007 and 2009. 
Under the tripartite government (New 
Democracy, PASOK and the Popular 
Orthodox Rally), he was minister for 
infrastructure and transport. In 2012, 
together with other Popular Ortho-
dox Rally cadres, he re-joined New 
Democracy and has led the party’s par-
liamentary group since.

inDex oF orGanisations
anD Parties

Ethniki Dimokratiki Enosis 
(EDE; National Democratic Union)
The National Democratic Union was a 
Greek Party founded by Petros Garou-
falias after the fall of the Greek military 
junta. The organisation held royalist posi-
tions and was close to the former junta. 
In the 1974 parliamentary elections, the 
party won 1.08 per cent of the vote, 
failing to enter parliament. This led the 
party to dissolve.

Elliniko Metopo 
(EM; Hellenic Front) 
Greek party founded in April 1994 by 
extreme right-wing politicians led by 
Makis Voridis. The model for the Helle-
nic Front was the French Front National 
and the ties to this party were strong, 
not least because of Voridis’ friend-
ship with Jean Marie Le Pen and Carl 
Lang. The Hellenic Front participated in 
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several elections, but never gained more 
than 0.5 per cent of the ballot. In autumn 
2005, the party leadership jointly swi-
tched to the Popular Orthodox Rally. 
In 2012 some of them left the Popular 
Orthodox Rally again and switched to 
New Democracy.

European National Front (ENF)
The European National Front is a net-
work of extreme right-wing organisations 
founded in 2004. It aimed to establish 
a nationalist electoral platform ahead 
of the European elections. The orga-
nisation called upon other fascist and 
nationalist parties in Europe to become 
part of the alliance and remains active 
today. For networking and to coordinate 
approaches, the organisation frequently 
arranges joint actions and meetings 
between various groups. Party events or 
rallies of delegations of other organisa-
tions are also visited. So far, the German 
NPD, the Spanish group La Falange, the 
Romanian Noua Dreapta, the Italian 
Forza Nuova, the Polish organisation 
Narodowe Odrodzenie Poleski, the 
French party Renouveau Français as well 
as Greece’s Golden Dawn have all parti-
cipated in the network.

Ethniki Parataxis 
(EP; National Party)
The National Par ty was a nationalist 
and pro-monarchy Greek par ty that 
only took par t in the 1977 parliamen-
tary elections and received 6.82 per 
cent (f ive seats) of the votes. Chair of 
the par ty was Stefanos Stefanopou-
los, previously a key representative of 
the conservative wing of the Centre 
Union. In 1981 the par ty dissolved, 

many members then joined New 
Democracy.

Ethniki Politiki Enosis 
(EPEN; National Political Union)
Greek party founded by the imprisoned 
former dictator Georgios Papadopou-
los in 1984. The National Political Union 
stood for an authoritarian political 
regime and demanded the release from 
prison of the masterminds of the 1967 
coup d’état. The party had its greatest 
political success during the 1984 Euro-
pean elections, when it achieved 2.29 
per cent of the vote and one parlia-
mentary seat. In all national elections 
between 1985 and 1996, the party 
always remained below one per cent.

Komma Tetartis Avgoustou 
(K4A; 4th of August Party)
National-socialist organisation founded 
in 1965 by Kostas Plevris. The group 
never took part in elections. Still, it laid 
the groundwork for all later national 
socialist and neo-fascist organisations in 
Greece. Various members held leading 
positions during the military dictator-
ship and tried to give the regime a 
more “ideological”, i.e. national socialist, 
approach. After the dictatorship, the 
party was accused of ties with terrorist 
neo-fascist organisations. High-ranking 
party officials such as Aristotelis Kalentzis 
received long prison sentences for their 
involvement in terrorist acts. In 1977 
the organisation was disbanded.

Komma Proodeftikon 
(KP; Progessive Party)
Par ty founded in 1954 by Spýros 
Markezinis, which the military junta 
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disbanded in 1967 alongside all other 
political par ties. In 1979, Markezi-
nis, who had by now turned openly 
extreme right-wing, decided to revive 
the par ty. The par ty achieved its 
greatest success in the 1981 EU parlia-
mentary elections with 1.96 per cent 
of the vote and one seat.

Laikos Orthodoxos Synagermos
(LAOS; Popular Orthodox Rally)
Extreme right-wing party in Greece 
founded in September 2000 by Geor-
gios Karatzaferis, with strong ties to 
the leadership of the Greek Orthodox 
Church. Notoriously, it held overtly 
nationalistic positions in the conflicts 
with the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia and Turkey. High-ranking 
party officials openly display xenopho-
bic and anti-Semitic positions. Achieving 
2.2 per cent of the vote, the party 
failed to enter parliament in the 2004 
parliamentary elections. Nonethe-
less, during the European elections of 
the same year, the Popular Orthodox 
Rally received 4.12 per cent, ensuring 
its chair, Karatzaferis, a seat in the 
EU Parliament. In the 2007 and 2009 
parliamentary elections, the Popular 
Orthodox Rally reached 3.8 per cent 
(ten seats) and 5.63 per cent (15 seats) 
respectively. In the European elections 
of 2009, it even achieved 7.15 per cent 
(two seats). However, in the May and 
June 2012 parliamentary elections, the 
party failed to pass Greece’s three per 
cent threshold. Nonetheless, between 
November 2011 and February 2012 the 
Popular Orthodox Rally formed part of 
the coalition government under Prime 
Minister Loukas Papademos.

Nea Elpida 
(New Hope)
Informal group established by Georgios 
Karatzaferis within New Democracy. 
In a daily TV programme of the same 
name, Karatzaferis campaigned for seve-
ral years (1996 to 2000) for all extreme 
right movements in Greece (monar-
chists, junta supporters, Golden Dawn 
etc.) to gather under the umbrella of 
New Democracy. To a certain degree, 
New Hope was a model for the Popu-
lar Orthodox Rally, which was founded 
later.

Politiki Anixi 
(POLAN; Political Spring)
Political Spring is a Greek party founded 
by Antonis Samaras in June 1993. The 
essential difference between Political 
Spring and New Democracy (of which it 
is a split) was the party’s overtly aggres-
sive attitude towards the Republic of 
Macedonia and Turkey. Representatives 
of the extreme right also found a new 
home within the party. In the parliamen-
tary elections of 1993, the party gained 
4.9 per cent of the vote (ten seats) and 
in the EU parliamentary elections in 
1994, 8.7 per cent (two seats). In the 
1996 Greek parliamentary elections 
and the 1999 European elections, howe-
ver, it failed to pass Greece’s three per 
cent threshold. In 2004, the party was 
disbanded.
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